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elegant and functional...” 
— Michael, Sunny Isles beach, FL 








PC Village NCIX Anitec 
1-905-889-5488 1-888-NCIX-888 1-888-264-8329 
Ta Tastee) www.ncix.com www.anitec.ca 
Canada Computers PC Cyber 
1-416-733-4481 1-613-224-9995 
ASUS Direct Flash Gaming Hotkeys WwWw.canadacomputers.com meats Conn} WWw.pccyber.com 


GI1S-Al - epee dh ob Centrino Duo Mobile Technology featuring Intef* 

Ont we oy. «77500, NVIDIA® GeForce 8600M GT 256 MB, 2 GB DDR2 
667 MHz, 15. i WSXGA+ 1680x1050 glossy widescreen, 160 GB hard drive, Dual- 
Layer DVD£RWICD-RW Super-Multi Drive with Lighiscribe, built-in 13 Megapixel 
webcam, 10/100/1000 LAN, Bluetooth V2.0+EDR, Wireless 802 11a/b/gin, maich- 
ing gaming bag and mouse, 2-year global w arranty and 30-day Zero Bnght Dot LCD 


MSRP: CAD $2,029 
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G2S-A1 - powered by Intel® Centrino Duo Processor Technology featuring Intel® 
Core'42 Duo processor 77500, NVIDIA® GeForce 8600M GT 256 MB, 2 GB DDR2 
as bad 17.1" WUXGA 1920x1200 glossy widescreen, 160 GB hard dave, Dual- 
VD+RW/CD-RW Super-Multi Drive with Lightscnbe, buill-in 1.3 Megapixel 
tem STA TRC COM UNS Totes UNA 0) eee EVM ele e 
ing gaming bag and mouse, 2-year global w arranty and 30-day Zero Bright Dot LCD 


MSRP. CAD $2.249 











et International Al Rights Reserved. ASUS is a reg’stered trademark of ASUSTek Computer Intemational. Centrino, 


Ceninno Logo, Core Inside. intel, intel Log, intel Core, intel Inskle, and Intel Inside Logo are trademarks or regsstered trademarks of Intel Corporation or its subsidiaries in the United States and other countries 


“After taking a look at the G1 in my local Best Buy | was blown away. 
It is Unique in design among all other notebooks. Sleek, powerful, 


“THIS LAPTOP)IS AMAZING!! | tried this out and its extremely fast 
and sleek...The ASUS G7 is/so beautiful, it makes my eyes tear up.” 


nshipand|design/put into creating this laptopits 























Editorial 


Taking a vacation from 
the technosphere 

Most of us take vacation 
time in the summer, and 
whether it involves an 
airline flight halfway 
around the globe or just 
a short jaunt to escape 
the city, we look forward 
to getting away from the 
daily routine. But can we 
escape from technology 





- and should we even try? 
The lowly computer has always had two faces: the busi- 


ness/work/serious face and the fun/hobbyist/creative 
face. Today, it’s not just workaholics fearful of missing a 
single crucial corporate email who carry laptops on 
vacation. There's also a growing group of people for whom 
the digital lifestyle - and all the devices that entails - is the 
normal order of things. They don't want to turn off the fun 
and entertainment that the PC puts in their face; rather 
they want to enhance and enrich holiday time with that 
same information smorgasbord. It’s not surprising that 
notebook computers have been selling much more 
briskly than desktop machines - they fit right into the 
compute anywhere digital lifestyle. 

That goes for other digital tools that used to be primarily 
business focussed, like cellular phones and PDAs. There 
are still dead zones where your phone stops working if 
you venture far enough into cottage country (and thank 
goodness for that, many would say}; but on the other 
hand, how many people that you know have a cell phone 
primarily for emergencies - in case the car breaks down. 
Moreover, the cell phone isn't just a phone any more, but 
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Good-bye travel agent, hello traveller network .... 


a mini entertainment centre on which you can play 
games, listen to music and even watch movies. And with 
fast digital networks, texting and limited web browsing 
are becoming commonplace activities. 

My first Blackberry was the quintessential business tool. 
Nothing about it was fun or entertaining, apart from the 
sheer novelty of the device itself. Today, RIM markets 
them to all segments, and besides basic black, you can 
get models in an assortment of colours. Like other smart 
phones, today's Berries are equipped with music and 
video players, games and socializing tools like Google Talk 
and Yahoo Messenger preloaded. 

Computing and digital technology isn’t just about 
business any more. The technosphere has become part 
of our atmosphere, surrounding us, nourishing us, an 
invisible but necessary part of our daily lives. It’s more 
familiar and comforting, especially to urbanites, than the 
great wilderness we often seek to escape to. 

But let’s get back to that “breaking out of the daily 
routine” aspect of vacations that make them so 
refreshing. Just because you can lead a comfortable 
existence online, even on vacation, should you? One of 
the best times I've had in recent years was to take part in 
a modern cattle drive (using quads, not horses}. Being 
out on the open range with hundreds of cattle trudging 
out to the horizon line is an experience you could never 
replicate online. But of course if you forgot that, maybe it 
iS time to push away from that cubicle and cut the digital 
cord for a while. Trust me, it will all be waiting for you 
when you get back. 


Enjoy the issue, 
David Tanaka 
Editor-in-Chief 
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Whether you work, study, live or play in Toronto's downtown core, or 
even if you're just visiting, you now have access to Canada’s largest 
WiFi Internet network. Use your WiFi compatible device within 

One Zone by selecting the SSID: One Zone_High Speed Internet and 
choose from one of three subscription packages to start surfing! 
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Satellites. cell Shones & ere more 


THE EXGLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR FOR VIEWSAT, COOLSAT & SONICVIEW 
IN BRITISH COLUMBIA 


INCREDIBLE DEAL OF THE MONTH 


Sonicview 4000 + 4x1 Diseqe 
| Switch + USB Flash Drive + 18° WE GUARANTEE LOWEST PRICES 
Dish w/ DirecTV Dual LNB ON ALL REGEIVERS 


a 4 S g 5 AS a | a VIEWSAT 2000 Xtreme 


ae VIEWSAT 2000 Ultra 













——a VIEWSAT 7000 PVR 


SONICVIEW 8000 HD 
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HUB MAGAZINE . Se SONICVIEW 4000 
SPECIALS ONLY ota e : | 
a COOLSAT 6000 Premium 
Fic - 
4 Pe ne a . : 
ees eo a a | OOTY SUC MY eno A 
18" Dish > Elliptical w/ Dual KU 
wy W/ DirecTV Bay r= jay =r<Tou |= COOLSAT 8000 HD 
| ee LNB . Dual LNBS (Waterproof) 
~ $29.95 $59.95 $49 95 SSS CCAPTIVE WORKS 6008 Premium 
LJ . 
: WE CARRY A VERY LARGE VARIETY OF We Also Specialize In: HDMI, DVI, 
MOBILE PHONES, BLUETOOTH HEADSETS, Component & Optical Cables, Top 
CAR CHARGER LEATHER CASES & VALUE PACKS Quality Compression & Crimp Connectors, 


Satellite Finders, Installer Tools & Accessories, 
PLUS LOTS, LOTS MORE!! 


IINCREDIBLE SATELLITES IS ALSO THE EXCLUSIVE 
DISTRIBUTOR FOR 
EMP-CENTAUR! IN BRITISH COLUMBIA 
lf you are looking to 
combine up to 8 satellites and distribute them 
into multiple rooms... 
then WE HAVE THE SOLUTION!!! 


WE GUARANTEE TO HAVE 
THE MOST KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF IN 


OUR SHOWROOM ADDRESS: UI Sushy 
#1/05\- 12563 Per TNT (SURREY, ay AMER at EAS SLD Cele 


fal lel il pied als Sha iN a =T=5 Raha el 

19) a TAY b= He) =) 2 Dp oe 60 4- oa\ + oes soe 

5) 0515 - 7 377-3040 aw Visit our 
We Accept Website at 
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*Managamont resorvas the right to restrict quantities. Prices subject to change without advance notica.Applicable taxes extra. ESOE. 








Pentium4 


P4 Dual-core 3.2/3.4G $579/659 


on EE eet 


King George Hwy 








YU eels RIC Cle tty Rees 
Core 2 Duo E6320/6420 $959/989 
Gore 2 Duo E6600/6700 $1029/1129 


PUTRI ac) $499/519 B Pentiim4" 3.0/3:2G $669/689 
3.0G/3.2G $529/549 BP4 Dual-core 3.2/3.4G $719/799 
Core 2 Duo E4300/6320 $739/789 








Sak! Core 2 DUO E2140/E4300 $579/609 8 Core x REEL 
Asus P5VD2-MX-SE Motherboard Asus P5L-MX Motherboard ECS 945P-A Motherboard. Asus P5LD2 Motherboar 
(S-T7S, PANSSO 1058MHZ FSB, S-ATARAID) —_(i845G.S-ATADual-channel DDR2) _(i945P, SATA ,Dual-Channel DDR2); (intel i945,SATA,RAID, Dual-channel 
512M8 DDR2RAM 1,.0G PC5400 DDR2 RAM 1.0G PC5400 DDR2RAM | OCZ 2G PC6400 DDR2 dual-channel 
80GB S-ATAS8M Cache Hard drive 160GB S-ATA2 8M cache hard drive 250GB S-ATA2 Hard Drive || 320GB 16MB S-ATA2 Hard Drive 
All-in-1 Memory Card Reader All-in-1 Memory Card Reader All-in-1 Memory Card Reader || All-in-1 Memory Card Reader 
VIA GFX Video O/B intel GMA 950 PCI-E video O/B_—_—snVidia GF7300GT PCI-E 256M/DVI) | nVidia GF8600GT PCI-E 256m/DVI 


Open PCI-Ex16 Video card Siot Open PCI-E X16 video card Slot SonY Q170A 18xDVD+RW D.L. || SonY Q170A 18xDVD+RW D.L. 


Sony Q170A 18xDVDRW D.L. SonY Q170A 18xDVD+RW D.L.. 6-Channel 5.1 Sound Card O/B | 8-Channel 7.1 Sound Card O/B 
5.1 Channel 3D Sound Card O/B 6-Channel 5.1 Sound Card O/B BenQ P010 PS/2 Keyboard _|_‘ Logitech Deluxe 250 desktop comb 
BenQ P010 PS/2 Keyboard BenQ P010 PS/2 Keyboard Logitech Optical Wheel mouse | (Keyboard + Optical Wheel Mouse 


Logitech Optical Wheel mouse Logitech Optical Wheel mouse —_ 17" P4-ATX USB2.0-FrontCase || 17° P4-ATX USB2.0-Front Case 
17” P4-ATX USB2.0-Front Case 17° P4-ATX USB2.0-Front Case 10/100Mb Ethemet Card O/B || 10/100/1000Mb Ethernet O/B 
10/400Mb Ethernet O/B 10/100/1000Mb Ethernet O/B OG-1015 Speakers w/Subwoofe Altec Lansing VS3251 5.1 spk wireles 
Speakers w/Headphone Jack Speakers w/Headphone Jack 19" LG L194WTX Wide Screen LCD 19” LG L194WTX Wide Screen LC 


417° LG L1752TX LCD 1400:1 DVI =) 17°LGL 


SOLERIA-2275 Ss 


Asus W7J-P116C Core 2 DUO-1.66G/1G/120G/13.3°"/DVDRW/802.119/7400TC/Bluetooth/Vista Prem..1469 

us G1-AK024C Core2DUO T7200-2G/2.0G/160G/15.4°/D VDRW/GF7700 512M/802.119/Vista Prem..1799 
Asus U1F-1P016E Core DUO ULV2400-1G 1.5G/80G/11.17/802.11g/56k/LAN/Bluet.mouse/Vista buss...2189 |OCZ 2G PC6400 DDR2 dual-channel kit..$94.S 
Acer AS3680-2103-VH Celeron M 1.6G 1G/160G/14.1°/DVDRW/SSK/LAN/802.119/5-in-1/Vista Home......679 
Acer AS9300-41272 AMD Turion 2.2G/512M/120G/177/S6K/LAN/802.110/DVD-RW/Camera/Vista home.....829 
Acer AS5630-8760 Core 2 Duo-1.73G,160G,2G,15.4",DVD-RW,56k,LAN, 802. 119,GF7300,V.Premium.....1249 
Aver AS 5610-4683 Core DUO 1.6G, 512M, 15.4”,120G DVDRW,56k,LAN,802.119,5-in1 , Vista Premium...739 re ped Ahr stele tit EEE 








LG F1-2K25A9 Core 2 Duo-1.6G/1G/100G/15.4°/D 
LG P1-BP01AS Core Duo 1.6G/120G/1.0G/15.4"/D 
PC2700/3200 DOR 512M/1.0G........... $49.9/104.9 
PC4200 DDR2 200pin 512M/1.0G.......... 29.9/49.9 
144Pin SORAM 128/256/512M.........-. 34/49.9/99.9 
Novatch wireless LAN 54Mb USB8/PCMCIA...32.9 


Windows XP Home/Pro/MCE.......... $105/149/139 


NOTEBOOK/DESKNOTE 





= WindowsVista Home basic/Premium..104.9/138.9 
ea WindowsVista Business/Ultimate....... 149.9/219.9 
Ey MS Office 2007 Home & Student Edition......139.9) 
<a MS Office 2067 Basic/SBE/Pro...189.9/249/329.9 
wa MS Office 2003 Professional....................-.-- 298.9 
ES Windows SBS 2003 Server w/5CAL.............. 489 
= W¥in2003 Server Standard w/SCAL................. 749 
sg MS Optical Mouse/Wireless............... 13.99/18.99 
hay MS Keyboard Internet/Multimedia................ 18/22 
2 MS Ergonomic Value Pack Keyboard+Mouse..59 
a MS intemet Keyboard+Optical Mouse ............. 29 
= MS Wireless Comfort KB+Laser Mouse .......49.9 } 
ey asia 

USB 2.0 PCI Adapter 5 Ports........-...-.-.csse-s+-see- $19.9 

Enhanced PCI Printer Port Adapter 1/2 Port..... 25/29 

IEEE 1394 (Firewire) PCI Adaptor 4 ports............ 24.9 


IEEE 1394 (Firewire) PCi Adaptor w/Cable.......... 32.9 
PC! Serial Adaptor 2 port w/16C550 UART.......... 24.9 


Removable Hard Drive Rack IDE/S-ATA......14.9/19.9 
2.5° Notebook HD to 3.5" HD IDE Adapter ......... 11.9 
USB Radio Recording support MP3 & WMA........ 14.9 
LISS Fears Ee Leia 2d score castoersenreeewonepsons 4.99 
USB 2.0 Gold-Piated Printer Cable retail box.......9.99 
USB 2.0 Cable Printer/Extension...........-ceresessrrres 7/7 
USB to Parrallel Printer Port Cable Adapter............ 19 


Monitor Extension Cable Shield 6'/10'/15".... 12/15/19 
DVi Cable For Digital Monitor 6'/10'/15’.......- 15/22/29 











1752TX LCD 1400:1 DVI_ | (Sms, 2000:1, Dual Analog/Digital) | | (Sms, 2000:1, Dual Analog/Digital) 
OLERIA-4275 | SOLERIA-6275 SOLERIA-8275 


OCZ600SXS 600W Silent Power Supply....99.$ 
Sony Q170A 18xDVD+RW DL. Wisoftwro.......32.8 








VD-CDRW/56K/Giga LAN/802.11abg/V. Premium...... 1099 

(Sisscre tr tangent. ethan ano 8 
uetooth adaptor/ OG rater eccan 25/19 seown Eee 

External USB 1.44 Floppy Drive....ce.scccscsssscsssesssseessesssses 1(1680x1050dpi,5ms,3000:1,Dual Analog & DVI 

2.5° Hard Drive 40/80/120/160G........ 

2.5” S-ATA Hard Drive 80/120/160G 












CASE/OTHER 
18" Case USB2.0 front 350w/450w Dual Fan 
Sony 1.44M Floppy Drive .. ......ccccccrcorscsesccsscossevsresssedess 14 (For PlayStatio 
Power supply AT/ATX/450W ...ccsesecsesseessesseeeeee 29/27/39 ne Moon Comes & watch 
Dual Fan Power supply MOY foc otrontckocssine toes seocscasd 44 Sempron AM2 3000 D0/3600F........... $39.9/59.9/59.9 
PERE SES50 URR GUE SOUNY EP OWSU SUDDIY -seescrescre 89 Athion64 AM2 3200/3500/3800.......sss:+ 64.9/74.9/85.9 
eee eee Taye ne eS 99 AMD Athion64x2 AM2 4000/4200/4800...89.9/108.9/139 
ME URE partes rere 59 AMD Athion64x2 AM2 5200/5600/6000..169/189.9/219.9 

Tisonic ATX-460-102DF 460W Quiet Power Supply..69 Cejeron-S775 2.66/2.8/3.46G.ecesssesseseeeeee 48.9/52.9/69.9 
Enermax Liberty ELT620AWT 620W Power Supply....179 Pentium-4 S775 3.0/3.2/3.4/3.6G.....84.9/94.9/104.9/169 
Enermax: Nolsetens -GFO5E-VE SOMA So Wie sere 99 4 Dual-core 3.0/3.2/3.4G.eereesserenes 106,9/115,.9/204.9 
OCZ OCZE00SXS 600w Silent Power Supply......... 108 Core 2 DUO E2100/E4300/E4400........99.9/136.9/165.9 
OCZ OCZ 700GXSSL! 700w Silent Power Supply......159 Core 2 Duo E6320(1.86G)/E6420(2.13G).....186.9/209.9 
Thermaltake W0117 Toughpower 750W P. Supply......219 Core 2 Duo E6600(2.4G)/E6700(2.66G).......255.9/349.9 
Thermaltake TR2-430W Power SUPPIY.......---v-eceereesseees 59 Core 2 Quad Q6E00/QX6700......sessssseseeeenes §89.9/1099.9 
Belkin UPS wisoftware $25/SSO/6SOVA.............0+- 59/75/89 PC-433 SDRAM 128/256/512M......s--000s00: 24.9/36.9/56.9 

eee PC-133 SDRAM 16 chips 128/256M..........ssss 27.9/38.9 
Asus 52X Qiet CD-ROM.....-...cecsresssseserseresnensenenesnensens $14.9 DDR PC3200 256/512M/1.0G.......0:ssssere 22.9/32.9/59, 
Sony/G 16X DVD-ROM.....-ssssesscscossssesssansesseeeesssreoeoe 23.9 DDR2 PC5400 256M/512M/1.0G............ 16.9/21,9/39.9 
Sony CRX230ED 52x32x52 CD-RW w/software........... 24.9 OCZ DDR PC3200 2G(2x1.0G)Dual-channel kit....159.9 
Dbtech Portable(Slim) External 8xDVD-RW...........0+0000 119 OCZ DDR2-667mhz PC5400 1G dual-channel kit....54.9 


LG GSA-H54N dual layer 18xDVD£RW w/soft ware.....33.9 OCZ DDR2-667Mhz PC5400 2G dual channel kit....89.9 
LG H50L 18xDVD+RW DL. Lightscribe w/software.......37.9 OCZ DDR2-800Mhz PC6400 2G dual channel kit....99.9 
LG GSA-H62N SATA 18xDVD+RW DL. w/software......37.9 OCC PC6400 2.0G Gold edition Dual-Channel kit.....139 
Pioneer DVR-112D dual layer 18XDVD+RW software..37.9 Kingston PC3200 256/512M/1.0G............. 32.9/47.9/79.9 
Pioneer DVR-212D SATA 18XDVD4RW D.L.software..42.9 Kingston PC4200 DDR2 512M/1G..........0.0000 31.9/48.9 
Plextor PX-800 18xDVDZRW w/software .......ccssseee 89.9 USB2.0 Flash Drive 1G/2G/4G/8G....18.9/26.9/46.9/89.9 
Samsung S182M Litescribe 18xDVDtRW w/software.34.9 Apacer MP3 Player 1G w/SD expansion siot.......... 29.99 
Sony AW-Q170A Dual layer 18xDVDtRW software......32.9 Apacer Au822 1.0G Mp3 Player w/Video/FM.......... 49.99 
















$ Pin Seria! Cable F/F Straight/cross.....----c-.---+- 13/13 Blank CD Writable/Rewritable ........ccsecrvssssssssersesses 0.29/1.9 eT at 
USB 2.06 To IDE (3.5°4&2.5 ) Adaptor Le ecpeddieerenssth 25 Ritek Ridata BOMin 700MB 50 Pack Retail box........... 13.99 Canon A460/560/630/64 Vis...9179/239/309/399/289 
USB 2.0 To S-ATA+IDE (3.5° & 2.5") Adaptor.......... 35 Precision 4xDVD-R 4.7G 25Pack Retail BOX... 6.99 Canon S3iS/SD-40/750/900/G7.....419/369/349/459/639 
S-Video Cable Ft. -eonvcveecvoeereerneeoyesereceeusnncerenesnt 6.9 Ritek Ridata DVD-R BX/Printable.......c.-cccccoccsoveceen 0.39/50 Casio EX-S770/Z75/Z1050/V7........0.00.. 309/219/279/349 
40/80 Pin IDE Data Cable ........--.eereeeenrerseenneenrsees BIS Ritek Ridata Dua Layer 8.5G........scecssscssuessseeessnessnesssees 3.99 Olympus ES500/ESOOK2Z/E510K........c:cecsceee 549/739/929 
80 Pin Round IDE Data Cable .....--ssseeensseseneeesin 7 Ritek Ridata GEXDVD-RW......cccsseccsssecceseesssnessssreesssnsssesess 2.49 Sony DSCW35/DSCW55/DSCT20........0000.. 239/269/369 
Parallel Port Printer Cable ..................-ccrrvcrcscesorroonees 7 Sony DSCH2/DSCT100/DSCN2.................. 419/459/369 
Serial ATA (SATA) Power Cable ...........-cc--ceerserneree 3 ; ; Compact Flash 1G/2G......ccccsccsccesseeeeres 22.9/34.9 
KWA Shen 5 Ceiba casa ps cco epncoem nese 9.9 Sere eee oes seesbdtosonrn $5.99/8.99 Compact Flash 80x/120x 1G/2G.....................24.9/36.9 
KVM Switch maual 2 Port/4 Port wio cable ......19/22 FS/2 Chinese Keyboare snnnnrnnennrnrrrr ce 2 Compact Flash 120x 2.0G/4.0G/8.0G.....38.9/59.9/104.9 
Digitai KVM Switch HotKey wicable 2/4port ie: 39/79 ujitsu eydoa 8 29/ 726 oe ob obdondecedecoonabsobonpesesecedovece 18/58 Memory stick Pro Duo 1.0G/2.0G/4.0G. 34 9/49 or7 , 

EUSSO UKS6204-D0 4 port USB KVM Switch...129 HP 5302H USB Multimedia Keyboard w/2 USB port....18 tira Secure Digital 1.0G/2.0G.veuveurcvoron19 9134-9 
EUSSO UKS8104-RO 4 port KVM Stackable.......139 [Ogitech Mulllmedia MeyDoatdlblacaavswsncosserrs Je.gq Kingston 2.0G SD card & Card reader Combo kit..32,99 


USB Printer connect to Paranal port adapter.......... 29 
ST Lab S-ATA PCI Adapter w/RAID support............ 29 


UPGRADE SPECIAL $109 
2 Free Installation 
cxconn K8EMESOM2ZMA MB + Sempron64 3000+ CPU 
10/4 00Mb LANIS-ATA/S-Channel 3D Audio 
VIA Chrome9 Video O/B (Open PCI-E Video card slot) 












Logitech Premium desktop(KB.+wireless mouse)....... 
Loptch Dele 250 Bestop Combats» Mouse) .17.9 (Ws WE MKC MMICRLE SDS MMC MMCrneblo) 


» Logitech Optical Wheel MOUuSE..............csscessessseeeeeeess + (works w/SD,MMC,MMCplus,miniSD,RS-MMC,MMCmobile) 


Logitech G5 Laser Gaming MOuS@............c:cccsseesseeees : 

; Secure digital 1.0G/2.0G........cccccccesseeseereeceree 19.9/26.9 
mee G7 Laser Gaming MOUSE.......-.:csssesssssssneessses 79.9 Secure digital 80X 512/1.0Gircesccsssssssesseess...,, 18.9/22.9 
ogitech Cordless G15 Gaming Keyboard..............04 86.9 Secure digital 150x 2.0/4.0G. 29, , 
Logitech Cordless MX 5000 Bluetooth KB & Mouse.....129 Secure digital Mini 1,0G/2.0G...... Sneeg 


Logitech Cordless Keyboard + Optical Mousé.............. ‘S xp-Picture Card 1,0G/2.0G. 39,9/54.9 
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Phone: 604-599-8785 


a ee ee eo ee ew en te = ee eee se 


ee Oe ee eee ee en ee eee ee te re ewe = oe ew 


#1116-7318 137th St. i SERRE 
Fax: 604.599.8758 Surrey, BC, Canada WWW.Slacocomputer.com 
Tech: 604-599-8745 V3W 1A3 Mon-Fri. 10am-6:30pm; 
Systems come with 3 years labor, 1 year part warranty; option of 1 month free internet access. Business Hours: Saturday 10am-6:00pm; 


All new systems aro tested & burned-n for 48 hours before shipping. Financing and leasing ore available, 
Prices roflect a 3% cash discount and are subject to change without notice. Price offoctive July.01 - July.31 


Sempron64 3000/3600+ $429/449 B Sempron64 3000/3600+ $489/509 
AM2 Athion64 3200/3500+ $459/479 BH AM2 Athion64 3200/3500+ $509/529 
Athion64x2 4000/4200+ $499/519 BH Athlon64x2 4000/4200+  $559/579 
Athlon64x2 4800/5200+  $549/569 Mf Athion64x2 4800/5600+ $609/629 
Asus M2V-MX MB Asus M2NBP-VM CSM Mainboard | | 
(2000MT/s S-ATA,RAID, PCI-E X16,) 
512MB DDR2 RAM 1.0G PC5400 DDR2 RAM 

80GB S-ATA2 8M Cache Hard drive| |160GB S-ATA2 8M cache hard drive’ | 
All-in-1 Memory Card Reader All-in-1 Memory Card Reader | | 



























Logitech Optical Wheel mouse 
17” P4-ATX USB2.0-Front Case 
10/100/1000Mb Ethernet O/B 
Speakers w/Headphone Jack 
17" LG L1752TX LCD 1400:1 DVI 


SOLERIA-3275 


Logitech Optical Wheel mouse 
17” P4-ATX USB2.0-Front Case 
10/100Mb Ethernet O/B 
Speakers w/Headphone Jack 
17" LG L1752TX LCD 1400;1 DVI 


SOLERIA-1275 







9" LG L194WTX Wide 





AMD athion64 3200/3500) $629/649 
Athion64x2 4000+/4200+ $679/699 


Athlon64x2 4800/5200+ 


Asus M2N-X AM2 Mainboard 


| 1.0G PC5400 DDR2 RAM 
250GB S-ATA2 Hard Drive 
All-in-1 Memory Card Reader | 


17° P4-ATX USB2.0-Front Case 
10/100/1000Mb Ethernet O/B 
OG-1015 Speakers w/ Subwoofer | 


Logitech Optical Wheel mouse | 


(5ms, 2000:1, Dual Analog/Digital) _| 


| SOLERIA-5275 | 


Sunday&Holidays Closed. 


PNT GTi YAU Ue be SBE fe he) 
Athion64x2 3800+/4200+ $3859/8795 





$729/749 


Athion64x2 4800/5200+ $909/929 
Athion64x2 5600/6000+ $969/999 
|| Asus M2N4-SLIAM2 Mainboard © 
(nVidia Quadro,S-ATA, Dual-channel) | (nForce520,Dual-channel DDR2,RAID) | |(nForce4 SLI,Dual-channel,RAID,SATA) 


| OCZ 2G PC6&400 DDR2 dual-channel. 
| 320GB 16MB S-ATA2 Hard Drive — 
All-in-1 Memory Card Reader 


VIA Deltacome9 Video Card O/B GF6150 video w/RGB/ DVI O/B | | nVidia GF7300GT PCI-E 256M/DVI | nVidia GF8600GT PCI-E 256m/DVi 

Open PCI-E x16 Video card Slot Open PCI-E x16 Video card Slot SonY Q170A 18xDVD+RWD.L. || SonY Q170A 18xDVD+RW D.L. 

SonY Q170A 18xDVD+RW D.L. SonY Q170A 18xDVD+RW D.L. 8-Channel 7.1 Sound Card O/B || 6-Channel 5.1 Sound Card O/B 

6 Channel 5.1 Sound Card O/B 6-Channel 5.1 Sound Card O/B BenQ P010 PS/2 Keyboard Logitech Deluxe 250 desktop combo 
BenQ P010 PS/2 Keyboard BenQ P010 PS/2 Keyboard | (Keyboard + Optical Wheel Mouse) 


17° P4-ATX USB2.0-Front Case 
10/100/1000Mb EthemetO/B 
Altec Lansing VS3251 5.1 spk wireless’ 
Screen LCD) 19" LG L194WTX Wide Screen LCD 
(5ms, 2000:1, Dua! Analog/Digital) 


SOLERIA-7275 


Tae ar 
ASUS P5SD2-X/P5VD2-MX-SE/P5B-Deluxe..79/75/198 Encore PCI Sound COIs isi cconsianoicateceasess $1413 
ASUS P5B-VM-SE/PSBIP5B-E.ssovsssesvee 119.9/134/164 @ Modem...49 Creative SB Audigy SE 7A .eesccussceneeneeneeneneneee 328 
ASUS P5B-Plus/P5B-Deluxe-WF-AP..........+. 158.9/228.9 Creative SB X-Fi Xtreme SOund...........--c--rree-ee--neeee 52.9 
CNet 10/100Mb Switch 5/8/16 Port..escscesneeune $22/32/89 Creative SB Xi Extreme Gane... aa 
ASUS P5K-DX-WF/P5K3-DX-WF.....cccsseesvee 244,.9/279.9 ive SB X-FI Extreme Gamet........-.-.-----creee-e~ 
Impression 10/100Mb Ethernet Card..........:eccerseerereees 9 Creative SB \Wm6000 Wireless Music Pack.............. 199 
ASUS P5K/PSK-V/PSK-WS.....:ccsseeeeneeree 159,9/169/259 Belkin Wi R ; k saseeens 
ASUS PSL-MX/PSLD2......cccccecessseseserecesscosesece 98.9/104.9 Be n reless G 54Mb Routel..............csesceseseeeeeeeree 42.9 Creative SB X-FI Elite Pro2 24bit 7.1 Retail box........ 229 
ASUS P5N-SLI/P5N32-SL!-Premium Cores 419/239.9 elkin Wireless G 54Mb PCI Ethernet Adapter. esovcccoesos 29.9 OG-1015 w/subwoofer/Speaker. ae ee 43/8 


ASUS P5N32-E-SLU/P5W64-WS-Pr0.sssssss.. 238.9/258.9 NovaTech Wireless-G 54Mb USB/PCMCIA........ 32.9/32.9 


ASUS P5W-DH-Deluxe/P5WDG2-Pro..........228.9/299.9 
ASUS Striker NF680/ SLI 
ASUS (S754) K8U-X/KBV-MX.cecssossssessssssssssnseseeen 69/69 
ASUS M2A-MVP/M2A-VM/M2A-VM-HDMI...108/79/98.9 
ASUS (AM2) M2N-E/M2N-SLI-DELUXE.......108.9/163.9 


D-Link WirelessG WBR-2130 Router 108Mb............. 69.9 
D-Link DI-655 Wireless-N Router.................000cecceesees 139.9 


: -G630 54Mb PCMCIA LAN Wireless......... 
ASUS (AM2) M2N/M2R32-MVPIM2N-X....96.9/1391789 D.Tiny Wirelass LAN. PCI DWL-G510 S4MD... 3 
pes Hee ea MN es eaos D-Link wireless LAN PCI DWL-G520 108Mb......... 61 
ee D-Link wireless LAN PCMCIA DWL-G650 108Mb........59 
ASUS AM2 M2NBP-VM/CSM(corperate edition).....98.9 D-link 24 Port DES-1024R+ 439 
ASUS M2V-MXIM2V.ccscescsscccssssssssssssssosnseoen 71.9049 1 sink Switch 8 port DSS-S46 pon DSSAGe.,_AarTe 
ASUS S939 ABN5X/ABN32-SLI-D@IUXO....ssssscsen 99/179 J ickevs WRTS4G S4Mb wireless G router a 
ECS G4SGZT-M/GASP-ALS.0)ssssrssrersrsnsereorneen eee Linksys WRT54GS Speed Boost wireless router ........ 92 
Foxconn 760GXKBMC-RSIKBMB90-M2MA...n....69/79 pikes Wivinge DCT end WHIPSAORNAPotend. Gales 
Foxconn 865G7MF/945P7AA-BKS2.cssssssssseesee BOI00. 9) eect te gras etna eral eatioca DCIGaEIE ve 
PC Partner 915PAS7-A47 1916 chipset Fireware.....89 Linksys WUSBS4G ae Mee SER Ia oles 
ae Cag erm A Linksys WPC54G wireless PCMCIA. Cala. n.ecncnne- 65 
ein ah aramrenity earnest rae, 1q Netgear WNR834B Wireless-N Router.....................129.9 
Gigabyte GAMS7SLI-S4/GAMS95SLI-SS......139/209 Coven ecompiy S/6/10 4/56 
pret aN ed Me kge ans Fornnneneed QIIMS Cable Assembly Q5/SO/TSIVOOR eonernerevevnen 9/14/19/24 
MSI K9N-Diamond/KON-SLI-Platigt osc. 209/149 CATS@ Cable S0/75/ OO DONE pene 9/12/15/75 
, Brother 240C/440CN/3360/665CW........... 129/189/129/254 
Acer LCD 17° AL1706AB/AL1717BBMD.....$184/199 Canon 1P1300/3300/4300/5300............ss00 59.9/99/154/199 
Acer 19° LCD AL1916AB/1916WAB............: 215/189 Canon IP6700D/Pro9000//P90..........- 245/659/289 

Acer 20° AL2017BMD/AL2016W..esssssessss000 SSRI0B ann en or De ennAARAANRDERAAnE one 


) L Large format IPF5000/W6400/IPF8000.....2099/3689/5859 
Acer 22" AL2216WBD/24" AL2416WD.......274.9/609 | arge Format IPF500/IPF600/IPF700.......1519/2319/4029 
Acer 26° AL2616WD/37" AT3720A.........s00+s 819/1249 Canon MP-180/460/510/600/830.......135/154/184/264/389 


Acer LCD TV 42" AT4220A 1366x768 8ms DVI.1429 Canon MFC MF-3240/4150/6530/6550....199/289/669/759 
Daytek LCD Touch Screen 15°/17".....:sss0se 599/769 Canon Scanner 4400F/8600F/LIDE25...ceeccee.e.- 155/249/89 
Daytok DT-2620/DT4040......ssessssesessnessneenss 6829/1269 Engon C8B/1400S/R1B00..-.cce-csescsseessesssereseseeses 99/449/629 
Daytok DM-42A/DT-4660....ssssssssssssssssrssess 1579/2059 Epson CD printer R260/380/800/2400...119.9/145/455/899 
LG 17" L1752TX 1400:1 8ms Analog/DVI.......168.9 Epson 3-in-1 CX3810/4800/5000/7000F....68.9/99/105/149 
LG L1732TX Analog/Digital 4ms 14001... 218 Brother Laser HL-2030/2040.....cc.cccsseecsecssessesssseeseees 89/159 
LG 17° L1753TX 2000:1 300cd/m2 5mMS.........+... 209 Brother HL 2070N/2700CN/5250DN.......e--sse-. 189/749/299 
LG 1918S 8ms/L1900J 4ms 2000:1......++++: 219.9/265 Okidata Color Laser C3200N/CS500N. -.seessseesseee. 289.9/629 
LG 1953T Dual Analog/Digital Sms 2000:1.......248.9 Okidata DOT Martrix 186/186S/320TD........... 309/339/489 
LG Li94WT W.screen 5ms 2000:1 VGA/DVI..208.9 Hp LaserJot 1018 lasor Printer 1200dpI......:...csecesee 89,9 
LG L204WTX 20° 1680x1050 Sms 2000:1.......244.9 Samsung Laser 2010/3051DN/3561N.........+ 109/289/619 
LG 226WTX 22" 1680x1050 5ms 3000:1......... 328.9 Brother Toner TN 250/350/460/560.........e..0.- 19.9/54/54/59 


LG L245WP 24" 1920x1200 8Ms 1000:1 HDMI...689 Canon Toner w/Drum E40/A30/S35/FX-3.......-. 69/69/54/54 


Samsung 17" 701N LCD 600:1 BMS....ssssssssssss000s 185 HP Toner w/Drum C7115A/C7115X/Q2612A.........49/54/59 
Samsung 19° 920N BMS 700:1.....sssssseseseesseeeen 239 HP Toner wi/Drum C92298A/C3903A/C4092A......49/49/49 
SAMSUNG LCD 9316 avsssssesssssrssssrnssnessssessersorsnssen 295 Panasonic Toner FA76/UG3313/UG3350........... 19.9/75/75 


Samsung LCD 940BW Analog/DVI 6ms 700:1....229 Samsung Toner w/Drum ML1610D2/1210/1710D3......... 59 


Samsung LCD 20° 205BW w/HAS 6ms 700:1.....279 Samsung Toner Drum SF4500/SF5100/SCX4216D3......59 
Samsung LCD 22" 225BW Sms 70021... 339 SamsunG Toner Dn 


ViewSonic 17" VA703B/19" VA9O3B..........60 189/229 
ViewSonic 19" VA1903WB/VA1912WB......... 215/225 McAfee Virusscan 
ViewSonic LCD 19" VP930/VG1930WM...... 






D4 PRUR Hac satenttectclibetcontactaterasotes $15.9 
359/249 (McAfee Antivirus2007+ Software Firewall + Antispyeware) 


ViewSonic LCD 19" VX1945WM/VX922.......279/259 McAfee Internet Security Suite 2007.........:cccccccseeesess 19.9 
ViewSonic LCD VG2030WM/VP2130B.. ..... 254/665 Norton Antivirus 2007 ........ssssesesesssseseesserseceenererssseneneess ; 
ViewSonic LCD 22° VX2235WM..vsssesssssessseresneeens 345 Norton Internat Security 2007 ........c.cccesessesssessesceseeres ; 
VIO@WSONIC 22” VXZ2Z45WM.,...csccsessseseesesesesreeeseeees 378 (Norton Antivirus + Software Firewall + Anti-Spam+Anti-Popup 


Elecom Japanese LCD Cleaning pad 50 pack....9.99 Norton Ghost 10.0,....ucssrssissrserearsrsrsnrnssanennerenssnssii 





Altec Lansing VS3251 5.1 Spk. w/Wireless remote.....55 


Altec Lansing FX4021/FX5051/FX6021....... 129/219/215 
Edifier 5.1 Spk M1500/R251............c-c-sss+srsenssessssessens 39 
88/49.9 


IDE (PATA) 7200RPM Hard Drive with MB buffer cache: 


OOM COVZEOG. ..ccsivesstavcoaptconslbiccuptecvtctssoatog 44.9/59.9/72.9 
IDE(PATA) 7200rpm Hard Drive with 16MB buffer cache: 
250/320/400/500G.. 20.2... seesereeeneee 77.9/88.9/119.9/139.9 
SATA 8M 80/160/250G............ccccccereeseeeeees 49.9/59.9/73.9 
SATA 16M 250/320/400/500G.......78.9/88.9/416.9/138.9 
WD Rapter 10000rpm + 36/74/150G....138.9/178.9/238.9 


SCSI Hard Drive sis ES es eee call 
Asus EN8800GTS 320/640M...............c..cccccseeeeeee 348/439 
Asus 768M EN8800GTX/8800UItra .......0...... 639/789 
ATI Radeon 9550 w/TV-out/256M.......................-.00-- 59.9 
ATI S600XT AGPx8 DVI,TV-out 256M...................... 84.9 
ATI X800GT AGPx8 256M/TV-out/DVI...................... $9.9 
ATI X1300 TV-out DVI PCI-E 256/512M............. 84.9/415 


ATI X1600Pro AGP TV-put DVI 256/512M....118.9/128.9 
ATI X1650Pro AGP TV-out DVI 256/512M....... 129/138.9 
ATI X1950Pro PCI-E DDR3,DVI 256M/512M......169/209 


ATI X1950Pro AGPx8 512M DDR3,TV-out, DVI ........ 223 
ATI X1950XT PCI-E 256M, VIVO, DVI ...........ccceeesrees 215 
ATUR2Q0OK T'S TZ i cccoccceencsegrecsonsectseswssneseensvesensevssened 468 
eVGAAGP 6200 AGP&x 128M TV-out ..............----- 39.9 
eVGAAGP 6200 AGP&x 256M TV-out DVI.............. 68.9 
eVGA 7100GS 128M PCI-E DVI TV-out.............--..... 58.9 
eVGA PCI-E 256M 7300GT/7600GG.............. §9.9/104.9 
eVGA PCI-E 7600GT 256M DDRYTV-outDVI.......134.9 
eVGA PCI-E GF7950GT 512M KO...........-ceceeseereees 274 
eVGA 8600GT 256M DDR3 DVI TV-out..............-..... 153 
eVGA 8600GTS 256M DDR3 DVI TV-out.................. 24 
eVGA PCI-E 8800GTS 640M/8800GTX 768M....418/648 
eVGA 8800GTS 320M DDR3 DVI TV-out...............-. 335 
OVga SSOOUItra TEBM ........crvececcerseerseseeeereenerneeeeerenes 788 


Forsa PCI-E 256M TV DVI 7300GS/7600GS.....74.9/119 
Gigabyte B800GTS/B8800GTX.........-..eeeeeeeeeeenens 489/635 
Leadtek GF7600GT PCI-E 256M DDR3 TV-out/DVI1..159 
Leadtek GF7950GT PCI-E 512M w/TV-oul/DVI........ 289 
Leadtek 8800GTS 640M/8800GTX 768M.......... 479/679 
MSI NX8800GTS 640M/NX8S800GTX 768m.......465/659 


Zotac PCI-E TV-out DVI GF7200GS 256M............... 59.9 
Zotac PCI-E TV-out DVI 256M GF7300GT................ 84.9 
Zotac PCI-E 256M GF7600GT/7950GT.............. 149/269 


Zotac PCI-E TV-out DVI 512M GF7950GT 


eee eee e eee 


Adaptec GameBridge TV Tuner Remote Cotroller....29.9 
PL ss b LI Dn WAAC ETC 2a 0ar ot coc ceceeast cocshenestanestoseosssheeverh 39 
Avermedia TV-PVR150# TV tumel........cccccscceseccereeeeeeee $9 
Leadtek TV Tuner TV2000XP Expert w/remote........... 79 
EE PT NRE) URES 8 Wired Ut i cdteascccrnancttncchecsseevesleveretiocsecrsdacs 39 
Diret TV Box watch TV without computer..................... 68 


Hauppauge WinTV-GO-Pius/PVR-150 MCE........... 79/99 


58,9 Hauppauge WinTV-USB2/HVR950(1176).......- 109/129 
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Photo geotagging 


thawe hundreds of ereat trip photographs, but | don't remember where | took 
most of them. Sure | have 3 general idea, but as “taken last week” drifts into 
of location goes from “Port Stanley” to 


f the Great Lakes, | think.” With all that 


a 


S$ coordinates manually by jotting them 
picture, but that can quickiy become a 


; . a os 7 
booxkeeping nightmare end 
ze 
¢ 


besides, there's a much simpler way - use the 


capture as one of their basic functions. You can adjust the logging interval to 
" nds, snd as you wander about, the GPS 





FF 
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tien Up Now wvyrw.alink.ca Tel: 604-288-1082 
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Later, you can see the path you took on the GPS screen, and if it's in an 
urban area, superimposed on a street map, On some devices, you can also 
download the log file to your computer. 

That log file is one of three essential pieces needed for photo geotagging. 

Another piece isn’t a physical object, but a process - you need to 
synchronize the clocks on your GPS unit and your digital camera. This is 
necessary to let the third piece do its magic. This third piece is a software 
program that matches the time signatures of photo and GPS track points 
registered in the log file. In other words, if you took a picture of something at 
10:$2:12 am, the software matches that time stamp with what the GPS 
coordinates registered at that same moment - or the track point that has the 
closest time stamp. 

From here, the software might write the latitude and longitude information 
directly into the image file as part of its EXIF header, and thus make it a 
permanent part of the image's metadata along with aperture, shutter speed, 
ISO, etc. There are a number of software utilities available, some shareware 


and some freeware, for both PC and Mac. If you do a search on “geotagging 
software,” you'll have many hits. 


7 @. 








$ 9. 5 Owe 


You could stop there, comforted by the knowledge that ten years from now, 
by simply calling up the EXIF information, you'd know precisely where on 
the planet that photo was taken. Or, you could join the growing community 
of online photo geotaggers and post your trips online. Last year, Flickr 
added support for geotagged photos and many thousands of such photos 
are now posted. You can click on highlighted points of a Yahoo map and see 
photos taken at those co-ordinates. Flickr now has a special geotagging 
group devoted to the subject. 

Camera suppliers are getting into the act too, Sony Canada has a $130 unit 





and camcorders. JOBO [jobo.com) announced a product called the JOB0 
photoGPS earlier this year. It hasn't hit the market yet, but is a device that 
fits onto a camera's flash hot shoe. Every time the shutter is fired, the GPS 
unit logs a track point. JOBO says this method makes synchronization 
much faster, since the track log contains only points corresponding to the 
shutter firing. 

Another photo-specific GPS product is Gisteq's [pisteq.com} PhotoTrackr 
(approx. $140), which includes a smail portable GPS unit and mapping 
software that can be used with Google Maps or Flickr. 
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called the GPSSC1 (sony,.ca), but it works only with Sony digital cameras By David Tanaka 
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Dey MINS NMelp 
Web Hosting 
VVeb & Print Design 
SEO 


DOUBLE WEB STORAGE 


Call us at 604.738.2077 or visit www.ehosting.ca 


Stand Out From The Crowd 


StartUp Plan 


$5.95/month: 100MB-> 200MB Unlimited Email Accounts, 
Free Domain Name 


All-In-One Plan 


$9.95/month: 250MB-> SOOMB Unlimited Email Accounts, 
Free Domain Name, MySQUMS Access Database 


Advance Plan 


$24.95/month: Soe -e eee Unlimited Email Accounts, 
Free Domain Name, MySQUMS SQL Database, 
Web Statistics 


Giga Plan 


$29.95/month: 1000MB-> 2000MB Uniimited Email Accounts, 
Free Domain Name, MySQUMS SQL Database, 
Web Statistics, Store2go Shopping Can 











*All promotions require o min, 24 month elgn up for StertUp, All-in-One, Advanced of Giga plan, See www. ehosting.ca for more detell, 
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DV or Not DV 


The Black Hole that is widescreen TV In the last episode of DV or Not DV, for example, yet another high definition 
| Some people seem to think the universe is filled with black holes, measuring digital video format was discussed (AVCHD), along with new tools to create 
| SQ inches or greater on the diagonal. content using the highly compressed format. But we know that not all DV 
iow are we gonna fill up all those new widescreen flat pane! TVs with great tech specs and HD formats are compatible, and there are hassles when 
digital video content, they ask. It’s as if prime time drama, pro sports, late moving from one format to another. Artifacts, pixilation or blockiness, stair- 
night talk shows and movies galore just wont do. New ideas for video stepping, concatenation and more are among the nasty terms we use to 
production and delivery are changing the media landscape, and new tools describe what can happen to your video. 
like high definition consumer camcorders, desktop PD editing tools and _If everyone who uploads a video to YouTube, MySpace, Studio V or Blogtv.ca 


SS 


streaming video sites means that content can come from 


any direction. 


But is digital video ready for prime time? Online video 7 7 MILLION PAINTINGS 


communities continue to gather huge audiences and an 

ever-expanding catalogue of uploaded content. The ease, 

speed Es comfort with which people can shoot and am BRIAN KNO 
share digital video today means a new breed of 
“mediacaster” can not only supplement traditional TV 
broadcasting and video production techniques, they may 
actually replace them. 

In general, user-generated video and community- 
created content can now be categorized and searched 
in real-time, just as — in the old days — people flipped 
through a TV guide. Today, viewers can get their favourite 
content delivered to them via RSS feeds, a tupe of 
subscription service that can either distribute or find 
videos by content, topic or interest. 

In specific, companies like Apple are sure doing their 
best to change our viewing habits: with products like 
Apple TV, we can now wirelessly stream free videos 
directly from YouTube and watch them on our widescreen 
TVs in the comfort of our living rooms. With available 
160GB hard drive options, we can save a Couple hundred 
hours of video on our Apple TV based on 640x480 iTunes 
video content. 

Of course, it might be cellphone’d video, so it could really 
be 320xi78 or something. That looks great on a 
widescreen HDTY, rated at 1920x1080 — ha ha! 

Hence the question, is digital video ready for 
prime time? 




















—-ZEE E.ZEE SPY SURVEILLANCE EQUIPMENT 


3435 Kingsway, Vancouver, BC Tel: 604-439-1734 sales@ezeespy.com Retail customers and Dealers 
SUMMER SPECIAL (with this ad) 













SURVEILLANCE EQUIPMENT 
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CCTV Camera Wireless camera Hidden camera Digital Video Recorder Mobile DVR DVR card for PC 
[a 5: 
oo eT 
. 5 ae Peeeerre ce ss bere ae, ¢ Tawceyesd, 
Listening Device LCD video monitor Binoculars Remote pan tilt camera Cable for camera Accessory for CCTV 
















equipment for sale. Individual DVR, PC DVR (Internet view, IE view), Quad processor, Door bell video, Spy camera and more... more.... 






We have more surveillance 
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uses an HD camcorder, fine — once such sites are ready to host and stream 
HD content, that is. 

In the meantime, there's Eno. 

Brian Eno: the 70's era Glam rocker, the 90's-period soundtrack composer 
and now, the 21st Century ambient artist behind something called 7? 
Million Paintings. It’s part of a new trend that sees television viewing as a 
“background” activity, not a “foreground” one. Some TV you have to watch 
from start to finish; it demands your attention and you sit there obediently 
— that's foreground video. Background video is like art on a wall - it 
contributes to the background ambience of a given environment. You can 
watch or not as you see fit; you can start and stop whenever you like. 

Eno's digital animation and video-based work, which premiered this 
Summer in North America, is a never-ending cycle of hand painted images, 
randomly selected and transposed by custom software, displayed on 
multiple flat panel monitors. 77 Million Paintings was created, he explains, 
“to bring art to the increasing number of flat panel TV's and monitors that 
often sit darkened and underutilized.” 

And if the screen in your living room is one such black hole, you can 
purchase a OVD of 77 Million Paintings, so as to make better use of your 
widescreen wasteland. The ambient nature of a media viewing experience 
does open up whole new realms of what can be called electronic cinema. 

Video producers and content creators have more choices about 
the nature of their production, in part because large high-resolution 
flat-screen displays are opening up a whole new world of creative and 
business opportunity. 


At Simon Fraser University in Burnaby, BC, such opportunities are the stuff 
of serious research and academic discussion. “If you are five feet away from 
3 four foot wide HD screen, is it TV...or is It IMAX?" Assistant Professor of 
Interactive Arts Jim Bizzocchi poses what seems at first like a humourous, 
hypothetical question. But on second thought, his scenario reflects today’s 
reality in many living rooms — and across the industry. 

Our video consciousness is changing, and we are adopting and embracing 
new forms of video: nonlinear versus linear, atmospheric versus narrative; 
short-form versus theatrical; customer-generated versus committee- 
created; small screen versus widescreen; fixed location versus portable 
media, the list goes on. 

There are so many new ways of creating and consuming digital video, it's 
like getting sucked up in a giant black hole. 


By Lee Rickwood 
Lee Rickwood is a freelance writer and independent video producer. He operates Word 
On A Wire, an independent company providing editorial, media production and 
consulting services to individuals and companies across North America, He can be 
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Battery; 


Six ways te extend your laptop battery life 

it’s happened to many 2 traveller you're onboard a flight from, say, 
Vancouver to Toronto, with plans to finish the stack of work tucked into your 
laptop case. After all, an airplane is often a great place to be productive, 
thanks to the absence of nagging colleagues, email and ringing phones — 
providing, of course, the technology you need is in working order 
at 30,000 feet. 

Sometimes, you barely make it over Winnipeg before your computer warns 
you it's about to “hibernate” as your battery power is at just five percent. 
Now how exactly do uou plan to finish that sales report before you land? 

Energy management has been a problem since the earliest days of mobile 
computing. Thanks to more powerful batteries and processors with better 
energy management, it's getting better all the time, though there's still no 
magic-bullet solution. 

But there are some things you can do aside from lugging a spare battery. 
The following are a few tips for squeezing more juice out of your laptop: 


. Tum down the brightness of your monitor a great deal as it will help 
preserve battery life. This can usually be found on your laptop's secondary 
keuboard commands (such as blue icons that look like little suns} and then 
manually reducing the brightness. When you're near an electrical outlet 


agzin — at home, the office or in a hotel — crank the brightness back up, if 


- 
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uninterrupted 


you like. If you're shopping for a new laptop, keep in mind the bigger the 
laptop screen, the faster the battery drain, in most cases. 


Va » The battery will drain faster if there's a spinning disc in your CD- 
ROM or DVD-ROM drive such as a game, music CD or DVD movie, Some 
games offer you the choice to install it all to the hard drive, so choose 
this option as you'll get more life out of your laptop. Same with music — 
copy your favourite tunes to the hard drive instead of spinning the CD. 
While Hollywood cringes at the idea, there are also many programs that 
can “rip” your movies to the hard drive. Needless-to-say, your laptop 
battery will last much longer in programs with little drain on system 
resources, such as a word processor. 


3 « Make sure you have no devices plugged into the laptop that can 
be draining its power, such as a Webcam, USB thumb-stick or a wireless 
PC card. Connected peripherals can be a factor in eating away at 
battery life, so get used to the touchpad instead of using an external 
mouse when you're away from an electrical outlet. Ditto for enabling 
wireless connectivity, such as Bluetooth and Wi-Fi, so be sure these 
radios are turned off when you don't need them. (They should be 
turned off in an airplane, anyway!) 


4. Windows users can also click on Power Options in the Control 
Panel (which may be under Performance and Maintenance] to 
manually reduce the power consumption of your laptop. Some may 
turn off your monitor when not in use for, say, three minutes, but will 
turn on instantly again when a key is touched. Also, you can set alarms 
when the battery is about to die (say, at five percent) so you can safely 
save your information before powering down. If you're in the market for 
a new laptop, the new dual-core processors from Intel are roughly 40 
percent faster than their predecessors, yet about 40 percent more 
energy efficient, resulting in longer battery life. 


5 . While not cheap, you might want to consider a better battery than 

the one that shipped with your PC. For example, HP laptops typically 
ship with a regular six-cell battery that can deliver up to four hours of 
battery life, depending on the application, But you can choose to buy an 
eight-cell battery that can last up to 10 hours on a single charge or the 
current top-of-the-line laptop battery — a 12-cell Smart Lithium-ion 
Ultra-Capacity battery — for just under 16 hours of battery life. A 12-cell 
HP battery costs between $179 and $199; this price is comparable to 
other laptop manufacturers. 


6 » This last tip may sound like a no-brainer for air travellers, but 
you'd be surprised how many times it's overlooked. If you want to geta 
jumpstart on your work before taking off, be sure to find an electrical 
outlet while you're waiting for your flight at the gate, a restaurant, bar 
or airline lounge. This way, you can juice up your laptop before soaring 
the friendly skies. Experts used to say you shouldn't recharge a laptop 
battery unless it’s fully drained, but a quick email to four leading 
computer manufacturers suggests this is old advice - today's laptop 
batteries can be recharged at any time without hurting the longevity 
of the battery. 


By Marc Saltzman 


www.hubcanada.com 
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Your computer system is only as fast as your slowest component. With the 
advent of Serial ATA 3Gbp/s hard drives, storage device is finally catching 
up with your multi-core CPUs. Vantec will take you to the next generation 
of peripheral connection. With special designed connector and cable, 
eSATA cable gives reliable tranmission in a blazing speed that's 5x faster 
than 480mbps USB! This big pipe will revolutionize external storage and 


enable you to back up your data at least twice as fast. 
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Calling home a foreign concept 


my computer on a table in a café in almost any country in the 
world and get a wireless connection to the Internet, why can’t | pick up my 
phone and dial home? Mobile communication is great until you try to make 


| 3 call using your cell phone from a foreign country. It should be simple, but 
| it isn’t. So if you're travelling overseas this summer and you want to be able 
| ta call home, you'll need to prepare before you leave town. I'll tell you why 


you're going to encounter problems, explain what those are and what you 
can do to resolve them. 
While most countries use GSM networks, Canadian cellular service 


_ providers are split between GSM (Rogers and Fido} and CDMA (Bell Mobility 





BC 14 


nd Telus Mobility} networks. The two aren't compatible and a CMDA phone 


t 


n't be used overseas. If you use Rogers, you're part way to a solution. Tri- 
and and quad-band phones used on the GSM network can be used 
werseas, however if the phone is locked, you’ll be locked [excuse the pun) 
inte using the overseas provider that your carrier has a deal with. Most cell 
phones are locked, so they can only be used with the carrier that sold you 
the phone. Some companies will unlock them for you if you ask, others 
won't. if your phone can be unlocked, you have additional {cheaper] options. 
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Generic DVD 8x 
$9.50 SOpcs cakebox 


TDK DV 
5 Pack, 60rnin 
$13.95 ea / pk 


Acard CD/DVD Duplicator a . 
‘Stand slone operation 
-3 to 7 CD/DVD duplication 


-riacd drive optional $399 
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DVD Case 
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{100pcs per case) 


www.globalideas.ca 
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Before you head overseas, check what options your cell phone carrier 
offers in the countries you'll be visiting. Check the cost of calls back to 
Canada, the cost of local calls in that country and the cost of incoming calls 
to your phone. Also, if your carrier requires you to implement international 
roaming, make arrangements to do this before you leave. 

if the costs are too high, there are other options available. One is to buy a 
prepaid phone card either here before you leave or overseas, These cards are 
freely available in tourist locations, and often in newsagents and post 
offices. They can be purchased in small denominations and used to make 
calls home and often local calls in the country too. Of course, this doesn't 
solve the problem of having a number so others can call you. 

if you're travelling for more than a couple of weeks, consider unlocking your 
GSM phone or purchase an unlocked phone before you leave or when you get 
to your destination. Then, purchase a local SIM card for the phone — visit 
telestial.com to investigate approximate costs. GSM phones operate from a 
small removable card in the phone called a SIM (Subscriber Identity Module). 
You can buy a SIM for any country and slip it into your phone, It will give you 
a local number and you can buy prepaid minutes in local currency. People at 
home can call you and you can call anyone. Cost is the primary benefit here 
—the cost of phone calls in just about every country in the world is cheaper 
than here in Canada (with the exception of the US). 

Other options include renting a local phone in the country you are visiting 
from a local provider — you will have to do this or buy a phone if you're 
travelling to Japan or Korea because their phone systems are different 
again. Rental companies are located at major airports — simply pick up your 
phone after you've picked up your luggage and return it at any airport when 
you leave - all costs will be charged to your credit card. 

Skype and your laptop is another option. Using Skype Out minutes, you can 
make calls anywhere in the world and you can purchase a voicemail box so 
folks can call you and leave a message — it’s not perfect, but it’s a lot cheaper 
than some other solutions. 

Remember, regardless of what solution you're using when you're overseas, 
to dial home you have to dial the country code (1) followed by the area code 
and then the number. Inside the country, most phones behave like local 
phones so skip the country code and just dial the area code and number. 

With a little planning, you can not only have a “Bon voyage!” but you can 
call home and tell everyone about it. 


By Helen Bradley 
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ASUS M2N- SLI Delxue MB(AM2) 
2.06 800MHz DDR? kit 

$006 SATA-II Hard Drive 
Multi-Function Cand Reader 
nVidiaS800GTS 320M w/TV-out 
LG 181 Dual Layer DVD-RW 
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Logitech Wiress KB & Mouse 
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ASUS PS5K/Deluxe....... 155/239 
ASUS M2V-MX/M2A-VM HDMI....cccsssoee- 64/92 
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Core 2 Duo ASUS ABR T5500/1.06 /120G HO/ DVD+/-RW /14'WScreen/80QG/Wed-Cam/Cardreader/VIstasPransSl98 

ASUS G1 Core 2 Duo 17200 4M/2.,06/160G HD/7700 512M/DVD-RW/15.4"/Web-Cam/Cardreader,/Vista-Pre 
Toshiba Satellite Pro AL00/Celerond.73G/1GMB/80GB/15,4'/DVD-RW/wlreless/Vista-Busi 
Toshiba Satellite PLOO-MAL 12250 £6/120G HD/A7'WXGA/DVD-RW/802G/Vista-Porss.- $1475 
Toshiba Satellite A100-P100 Core2Duo 2,06/1.06/200G HD/7600/15.4'WXGA/DVD-RW/802G/Vista-P..s..n--§ 1579 


‘A DD x Since 1996 
Inc. 


Www. adadaxcomputer.com 


Please check our web site WWW.ADDAXCOMPUTER.COMI for the latest prices and best deals! 
All listed prices reflect 3% cash discount, All system are tested and burned-in for 48 hours before shipping. All price & Spee. are subject to change without notice. Syrtems are high speed internet ready with 3 years labor & | year parts warranty 
With system purchase only; Vista Home/PreBusiness/Ultimate .$109/129/149/219,.. 64bit Vista Home/PreBusiness Ultimate —$109/139/158/229__.MS Office 2007 Basic/ SBE/ PRO.SI95/265735, Spy sweeper—$49. 
$24. Win 2003 Enterprise Server w/5 cals..$899, Win 2003 Server w/5 cals_$799, * Extended & 72-Hour Express Warrea ea? 















Celeron 3.0G $285 Intel-3.2 Dual Core $465 | Intel 1.88G(E4300) $596 

IneL32 DualCore $319] IayeLEASONCore2Dan 4g} JIM ISGIERION) 8583 

Intel-F4300 Core 2 Duo $353 Intel-EA329 Core2 Duo $545 > a 419 

ASUS PSVD2MX MB (775) ASUS PSYDC-X MB /6x USBY ASUS PSB MB 6x USB2 

Samsung 512 MB DDR2 Samsung 1G DDR2 106 467Mbx DDR? RAM 

80G 8M 7200mpm Hardrive 2906 SATA-II Hard érive 300G SATAI Hard Deve 

1.44MB floppy drive Malti-Function Card Resder Multi-Function Card Reader 

64MB Video Integrated nVidia T300GT 256M PCLE nVidia SSOOGT 296M POLE w'TV ont 

LG 18X Daal Layer DVD-RW LG 18X Deal Layer DVD-RW &CD Rewriter | LG 14X Deal luper DVD & CD Writer 

$.1 Sound Card & Lan Integrated} 6 Channel Iteprated Adio & Gipitt Len | Cust! Ante 

PS/2 Keyboard & Wheel Mouse | Jopiech Intermet Keyboard de Optical Mouse eat a 

18” P4 400W USB Front Case | 18° 400 Quiet ATX Cane a rca 

|40w Speakers 2.1 Speakers w/ Sab Loptsck 2) Spies 

ITLG (8s) LCD — $185 ITLG (ts) LCD $185 17" SensngtNW— -$209 
Intel Xeon Server Intel Core 2 Duo Gamer 


| 4G USB Driver-————$42 
2G USB Driver 


SD 4.0G 150x Card ------$49 
Universal Travel Laptop 


_ Camera——S59 @°, 
$69 USB Webcam - $16 


Logitech Z5500 THX - $319 
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Super Special 
The Lowent prhowe sit tower 
AMD 3000CPU wi ECS M/B 
Integrated LAN, Audio, Video 
512M DDR2 Memory, 89G W/D 
52X32X52 CD-RW, 18° ATX Cave 
PS/2 Keyboard, Wheel Mouse, Speakers 


$219 
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Deal Cort 1333 Miz 
Dual Core 5130(one chip) $1976 
Dual Core 5130(Two chip) $24 


Intel SSOODVAS MB wiGigabit LAN 
212506 SATA THD (Raid 1) 

10G DDR2ECC Memery 
integrated Video & LAE Floppy 


Intel 2.4G (E6600 ) $1225 
Intel 2.66G(E6700 ) $1324 
Intel 2.93G(X6800) Quad $1569 
ASUS PSK MB(New Version) 
2.0G 800Mhz DDR? Kit 
$00G SATAII Hard Drive 
Multi-Function Card Reader 
nVidia 8300GTS 320M DDR3 PCI-2 


-$22 


































Gigabit Lan on-board 












19" Samsang340NW-—$209 





IWNotebook Parts n rs 
144PinSDRAM 128/286/S12Mb————35/49/11S 177 FlatCRT ng a $99 135 
236/512/1.0G 200pin DDR333......._-36499I LG LITISS/194WTX........ 189/218 
SI2/1L.0G DDR2........ceeseeeeeceeees 28/44 Samsung 20SBW/226BW(2ms)__ - >. SACS 
2.5°HD 40/80/120/160G/.......... 56/65/82/119 Samsung LCDT0INS31BW MONW 179238209 
B0/100G T20ORPM/......ccc0cceeee $119/139 "SDUAT IW ATION genes ang 
80/120/160G SATA.scssssssesse000 64/81/118 eer ten Wanita ee ae 
T jEEE/TV P . OV UE INA os Ge cccccceccccessensemeate tS UW 
cep Eearan ae waibee ViewSonic LCD VAI903WB/VX2235WM____._205/349 
PS/2 KB/Wheel Mouse......cceccesesoeees 7/7 Cases , Mise, Adaptors 
MSILG Internet keyboard / Natural 181449 rete area jabeet isa4 a 
Logitech Cordless Keyboard & Optical Mouse‘ MS_. 2939 SSL ae ROR ie DAES nee Maeesnrearteae 
MS/Logitech Optical Mouse...........-...+++ 16/14 arcane Meieieninee SEE Ta 


Logitech Cordless MXS000 GNOVO KB&Mowse 128179 7yroys TOODACLITTOOCU Ultra Quiet CPU Fas 39143 
Logitech G7 LaserGSGamer Mouse'GIS KB___7949 85 Vantec Case Light Tebe | UV Light Tebe.....14/19 
soe no dems/Networking |, CoolerMaster 600W Silent Pure Power Supply....59 

Ree yrugag Aster, Cooler Master, Fexsoza, Thermaltake Case _ Call 





D-Link S/Sport Gigabit switch---------$9/79 %44M Floppy DrvelDE to SATA adaptor . 1228 
D-LinkDSS-8/16/24+ Switch —. 3 BH129 Removeadle bard drive rack ATAI33 SATA w faz 1925 
D-Link wireless S4MB PCLUPCMCIA.......4949 Secondary Case Fan/Slots HD Fas... iis is 
D-Link DI-604/S24P 4 Port Router 39/59 AMD?4 CPU Fanl.0 HUB 4 Pons 
Linksys Wireless G Router WRTS4GR............. 66 Switch Box for U4 Printers... cccccseccceccee 1$/29 
USB Wireless G Adaptor-————--——----24_ KVM Switch hot key 2/4 port wiCable0000.20/29 
Network Cable Assembly 15/30/508 ....... SIWIS py Printer Card Notebook power sdaptor. 288 

Printers & Multi-Function — py ataysysaTa Bard Drive Coatrelies 38 
HP Laser 1020/P2015/2420.......13S/375/581  334USB2 & 1398 Combo Adapter fer PCMCIA 288 
HP Color 2600N/30S2..........0-00-315/429 USB Floppy/USB Adaptor for PCMCIA---.-----23/18 
Canon 1300/S300/MPISO/MPS10...S5/199 89185 PCL USB2.0 Card/1394Firewire w Cable. 1D1S 


Epson Inkjet C8VR26QCK3810......_._ S199 HDMI ta HDMURDM ta DYED DVI Cais as 8 18 
Brother Laser HL-26M0*Canca MF324\ Malt) ___$99245 ———— 2 
~Acer,IBM,Dell.... Notebook battery....Cal Upgrade Special 


> Free installati 
= Ink COTWIMPCS, CON GP er ta CON? oan acer rte ce aie 
~ We offer data recovery service! w SXAGP.-GA44MB 3D Video | 3D socnd Len  USRIO 
Please call us for the rates! SIS 
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Handheld PDAs/Cameras/MP3/GP5 Units =& 
Palm Tungsten £2 / T/X HNDH WIFI Biuetooth___$209/289 = 
ASUS Mypal ASSEN W/GPS / HP IPAQ 6950 w/GPS__._.__.__519'575 ESS 
Canon A460(4M)/A5S50(7M)/Z2R800...$179/225 348 
Sony DSC-AW35(7M)/ WSO (7M\TLO (8M)... $219/295/359 
Palm GPS Navigator/MS GPS wWiMap  neserecnvnnmnennmeadag/ 139 
Holux GPSLIM236(Bluetooth)/ 2L3U(USB)GPS...*sersssssereneeSS9) 09 
Bluetooth to USS adaptor/Biuetoots Mouse ansessessnsensenneaneensses$ 9-5/'35 
2G MP3/Creative /2en Vision M 306/606,,.$58/255/299 
26 MP4/PhoteBank/Multimedia Dot nnn 15) $55/55 
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A laptop on vacation? 
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Six reasons whu you shou “ bring your PC on uour next and kids at heart can also make a long flight a more entertaining one. If 
Vacation tee : : you're vacationing > by car with Kids, your laptop and a stock of your 
& lentes is an invaluable trave! Companion fora mobile executive: thousands children's favourite OVO movies is also ideal to prevent the constant “Are we 
of Shotsnots” in cafes, hotels and airport lounges means you log onto the there yet?" trom the back seat. 

corporate network when outside of the office, plus you'll be packing your 

Sawourite word processing, Spreadsheet and presentation software so you 2. GPS 


aha ssi if you're heading on a family road trip, you don't need to buy a $500 GPS 


Re : : ws np werd S to bring your laptop on vacation. Yep, this once [Global Positioning System] system for the car when you have a perfectly 
dus ness-or — Can im fact — ts tle and be used for entertainment, good laptop. Products such as Microsoft's Streets & Trips 200? with GPS 
pan ges and communication, among many other applications Locator turns your PC into a navigation system that can not only tell you 
n fact 3 recent Intel Study foune aD — £0 percent of these surveued [and show you) how to get from point A to point Bin a much bigger screen 
Sac They pis om ONE “gts r laptoe on their next holiday getaway And so than a regular stand-alone GPS device — but can also tell you nearby points 
the fo a mg ares “2 — great reasons to do so Pe of interest [such as ATMs, hotels, gas stations and restaurants). Keep in 
Tecthin sh? Check. Sanmsu = Got R. Lanter? Uh huh. Great, here we go: mind, however, you'll likely need to pick up a power adaptor for the car to 
- ensure your laptop lasts as long as you need it. 
i. Mowies and games 
Rother then squint to see the airline's cheesy flick — which doesnt pause 3. Keeping in touch 
winen wou hawe te go to the bathroom — use your sotes asa cortebls DVD Forget about exuberant roaming fees on your cell phone (and that's 
player So you can watch what oy Wert = you went and where you assuming your cell phone will work in the country youre in) or stiff long 
wort. And with = lgotec ip tow, you cen evel the need to teke a second distance rates provided by your hotel — instead, a laptop with a microphone 
morteece Gui wSt to orders movie Som Your fete! room. Dont foreet uou is an inexpensive way to keep in touch with those who matter most with free 
can = get caught up on your Svourte T shows on OVE or from various VolP software such as Skype, Windows Live Messenger or Yahoo! 
a sec $27 ces. Your scxttc S 2/50 great gaming platform too, so kids Messenger. If your laptop doesn't already have one built-in, you can pick up 





3J Data Recovery 


Tel: GO4-323-9859 


HARD DRIVE DATA RECOVERY 
Supporting IDE, SCSI, USB, ZIP interface & RAID array hard drive 


os: | OTHER MEDIA DATA RECOVERY 

Windows. | Supporting portable hard disc, mo, USB storage, 
“ec. | CD, floppy disc, tape, different digital cameras 
* 2°*' ond thelr digital cards 


WN ietwore 


DOCUMENT RECOVERY PASSWORD 
Office series of Word, Excel, Access... DECODING 


SQL database document, File Password 
Or ocle database document... Operating System Password 
mo 


nage recovery and video repalring..,|__ Hard Drive Password 


(‘curmninawtemcn mecdetia  wWwWw.progressmarketing.com 
SUMMER SPECIAL 


100 CD $99 100 CD $199 


scedet oD | Duplication aes SS Or 
Bas tera 3 tl sar ace Sanwa = ae 
Sacer saews Frart ret £0 Teayaars AN 


ERASE DATA BEYOND RECOVERY 
© Protect your Confidential and Private Information 


Buauty CD/DVD MEDIA & ACCESSORIES 


~~ 


apo las WHES4) 28 of Le ULSeS 
CD pe cases | Paper Sewres | OVD Bowes (ss 6254289 40 
oor FSG PER IR OER LIGETI SSR IT) 


Fyrsoct=s» Marketing Inc 


www progressmarketing.com 
#176 - Sa CEI, Pacman. BC YOV a9 an 
Tek. (GOS) B21 (BD, 212 es 1994 
Emat tober Pasar Suns: iG rr 
2. ad 
Hoss. Wor +r 5 oe Yours of Exttleas 
Direct sales lire: 
Furas. TIES ALB Eat ryearcetys Sg Ceuta eng com 


j@intergate.ca 


5307 Victoria Drive 
Vancouver, BC, V5P 3V6 


tet: 604-323-9859 Toll-free: 1-877-323-9815 
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a webcam for as low as $20 and also be seen and heard, Anecdotally, on 
arecent trip to Shanghai, Skype and a webcarn on both my horne PC and 
traveling laptop let me see and hear my wife and kids (and vice-versa}, 
which significantly bridged the distance between us. 


4, Music 

Considering all of your music resides on your computer nowadays, you 
can enjoy it wherever you can lug your portable PC, such as in a hotel 
room, airport or summer cabin. Unlike an iPod and most other portable 
MP3 players, you don't need to use earphones to hear your favourite 
tunes while getting ready to go out (or if you like earphones, you can 
pick up wireless Bluetooth headphones to hear tunes up to 10 metres 
away], You can also listen to thousands of free streaming radio stations 
on an Internet-connected laptop, including your hometown favourites. 
Read about a new album release or audio book in the local newspaper? 
Download it from your hotel room to listen to on the flight back home. 


5. Pictures and video 

You probably use a digital camera when on vacation to capture those 
precious memories, But what do you do when space runs out on a 
memory card? With a laptop computer, you can easily dump the photos 
from the camera to the laptop, delete them off the card, and then pop it 
back into the camera to begin shooting again. In fact, you can 
immediately upload photos (or video from a camcorder) to your blog, 
website or Facebook profile. Have a shot of yourself on the beach you 
really like — except for that greasy guy in the Speedo beside you? 
No worries — you can crop him out of the photo with editing software 
before uploading. 


6. Info and more 
Lastly, your laptop computer — when connected to the Web - is all you 
need to keep up with world events, download your favourite podcasts, 
peruse local restaurant menus, double-check the currency exchange or 
research hours of operation for nearby tourist attractions. Need 
to change your flight home? No problem, log onto your airline's 
homepage or travel site and click the mouse a few times to get it 
done with ease. And if you need to check work email - even though 
your significant other made you leave the BlackBerry at home - at least 
you can put out some minor fires at the office while still away 
with the family. 

By Marc Saltzman 
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Wi-Fi in 


Almost there... 

lf you're planning a trip to Europe and are thinking of using your Wi-Fi 
enabled laptop to keep in touch with folks back home or pick up your 
email messages, you shouldn't have many problems except in certain parts 
of Eastern Europe. 

The number of hotspots where you can connect to the Internet, at times 
free of charge, has spread so rapidly across Western Europe in the past few 
years that today you are guaranteed Internet access in practically all cities 
and major towns. 

While Britain remains a world leader in terms of Wi-Fi adoption, most 
Western European countries are now really moving to catch up and face up 
to the eo gael of this new means of communication. 
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Europe 


Considering the average age of buildings in Europe and the fact that it only 
cost $2,000 to set up a Wi-Fi hotspot (with practically no wiring to speak 
of}, hotspots are spreading like mushrooms with a deployment rate of 67 
percent since the end of 2004. There are now 122 registered service 
providers with 14? operations in 29 European countries. 


According to the Irish Hifesearch site free-hotspot.com, Paris has become the 
top European city for free wireless Internet access [with more than 80 free 
hotspots} followed by London, Dublin, Barcelona, Brighton, Munich, 
Amsterdam, Vienna, Marseille and Cologne. And if you need to know where 
you can access free hotspots in Europe, go to wififreespot.com/europe, But 
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| fore 2 Duo Starter System : AMDG4 Mainstream System : Loaded Inte ne cad a 
Intel 64bit Core 2 Duo CPU > AMD 64bit CPU * Windows VISTA Home Premium e af 
2506 Hard Disk (upgrade to 3206 +$25) : 250G Hard Disk (upgrade to 3206 +S25) : * 320G SATA-2 HDisk 7200rpm cuppa 
Windows VISTA Home Premium * Windows VISTA Home Premium * 18x Dual Layer DVD Burner 


1G DDR-2 667MHz Ram 
Card Reader, Front USB Ports 
S3 Integrated Graphics 

ACS7 3D BSC 160w Spkrs 


: 1G DDR-2 667MHz Ram 


Logitech Keyboard, Opt Mouse : Logitech Keyboard, Opt Mouse 
DVD Burner 18x Dual Layer : DVD Burner 18x Dual Layer 
10/100mb/s Network Card 9 ™onitor  40/190mb/s Network Card 
ASUS P5VD2-MX Board optional): ASUS M2A-VM Board 
E2160 1.80G s00FsB S599 : amns4x2 3600 $569 
E4300 1.80G so0rsB SGIS : amps4x2 4400 S619 
E4400 2.00G s00FsB SG49 *: amns4x2 4800 S649 
£6420 2136 1066FSB SG89 : amns4x2 5200 $679 
==s Visit our websites ca other packages == 
















Upgrade Options: 
Windows VISTA Business Upgrade .. $49 





: Card Reader, Front USB Ports — 
: ATI X1250 PCkx Dual Display { 
: AC97 3D Sound, Stereo Spkrs 






* 17° Flat Panel LCD Monitor .. from $189 


¢ GeForce SSO0GT 256meg PCI Express 
¢ 2G DDR-2 667MHz: Dual Channel 

* Logitech Multimedia Keyboard, Optical Mouse 
* Black Tower w/450W Dual Fan, Extra Cooling 
* ASUS PSN-SLi Board for P4-775 CPU 

¢ ASUS M2N4-SLi for AMD64-AM2 CPU 

* Card Reader,10/1000mb/s Network Card 
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Cea * Built-in 6 Channel Sound, Spkrs w/Subwéir 

ee Penton, optnnal 175: ae 

oa : Intel Core 2 Duo } AMD 64x2 Dual Cora 
Pie]: ©6320 fos | 4800x2 fase 
* £6420 S959: s2eonx2 $939 
E6600 $999: Ss00x2 $959 


£6700 $1119 } sooox2 $1029 












e ° 19° Flat Panel LCD Monitor .. from $198 
° Windows VISTA Ultimate Upgrade ..$109 * 22" Flat Panel LCD Monitor _, fram $299 2 Yrs Parts & Labour Warranty 
¢ Upgrade to 2G DDA-2 667MHz ..... $49 + Upgrade BSO0GT to BEOOGT ....... $e9 Custom Configuration Availablo 
. ° without Notice 
eaibie Upgrade BSOOGT to B800GTS 320mg $259 “gS pre fehl a nied pt inte 
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most of the time, if you want to use your own computer to access the 
Internet, you will have to pay. 

France now offers 20,000 public hotspots including 3,000 hotels, 92 
conference centres, 4? railway stations, 30 airports and more than 5,000 
business centres and most of those hotspots are not free. 

Take hotels, for instance (and this applies to all other European countries 
as well}. Internet access is generally free as long as you use the hotel 
computer located in the reception area or in a conference room. But if you 
wish to use your laptop, Wi-Fi connection in the privacy of your hotel room 
is a different story. Example: only half the rooms at the Hotel Ibis at Paris 
Charles de Gaulle airport (Terminal 3) are Wi-Fi covered. Another factor to 
keep in mind is that Wi-Fi reception varies from room to room and floor to 
floor. Make sure, when you register, to tell the clerk that you need a room 
with a good Wi-Fi reception. 

There are several ways of paying for your Wi-Fi connection. In some hotels, 
the reception will give you an access code to enter when your browser 
detects the wireless connection and you will be charged for the time you 
use your Connection : generally 10 euro for one hour, 15 euro for two hours. 

In many cases, however, access to the Internet is provided by an Internet 
service provider, and there are quite a number of them: The Cloud, Orange, 
Free, to name a few. They offer you packages ranging from an hour to 
several hours, You may encounter two problems here. 

First, the service provider will likely demand a credit card number and, for 
some odd reason, Canadian credit cards seem to have a hard time 
registering correctly, particularly in Italy. American Express is often 
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__. Intel Internet-Surfer ez FUNITSU 
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, 1GB DIl-667MHz RAM 


80GB SATA Hard Drive 
See 
Intel Dual-Core Work Horse 


Asus P5VD2-MX WB 
$448 


a (12.1", Tablet) $1948 
* C2D-1.83G / 1G / 80G / Vista-Bus / BT 


A6020A (15.4",VHP) $94§' 
* CD-1.73G / 1G / 120G / DVDRW/ BT 





1G DIl-667MHz RAM ggecane sos aones ae vas caer aeaneoed 

160GB SATA Hard Drive A6020(15.4", VHP) $1168 

18x Dual-Layer DVDsRW * C2D-1 .6G/ 2G/ 120G/ DVDRW/ BT 

tal Coce?ine Dream Machina E8410 (15.4", VB) $1298 
US E6320-1.86GHz . y 

2G DI-Ss7lHz Dua-ch 1620-1. / 16/806 / DVDRW! Cam 


320GB SATA Hard Drive 

18x Dual-Layer DVD+RW 

Asus GF8500GT 256M Video |Q66002. 46 +$430 
_ Above systems come with Logitech Keyboard & 


Optical Mouse, Speaker+subwoofer, on-board 
Audio/LAN/ Video, FDD or Card-Reader 


P7230 (10.6", Vista-Bus) $]}96§ 
* Core-1.2G /1G/60G / DVDRW / BT 


$7110A (14",vB) $1528 
* C2D-1.66G / 1G / 80G / DVDRW / BT 
(Prices aro after Mall-in-Rebate ‘$75 7 $70) 


Warranty: All IC! systems come with 3-year service & 1-year parts limited depot warranty. 
Vista Home/ Prom/ Bus/ Uli 4§708/ 124/ 160/228 « Office 2007 Basic/ SBE/ Pro +$788/2658/ 333 















USB2.0 Drive 
Acer AL1706 17” LCD $178 | 1G/2G/4G/8G $18/ 28/50/98 


Acer AL1916W 19” (wide) LCD $195 


Acer AL2016W 20” (wide) $208 | 1G/2G/4G $19 / 29/60 
Acer AL2017BMD 20” $238 | Micro 1G/2G $30 / 45 
Acer AL2216W 22” (wide) LCD $278 

Acer AL2616W 26” (1920x1200) $818 | 4q/9q/4G $38/50/88 


Viewsonic VG2030M 20” LCD 278 
Viewsonic VX2035WM 20" LCD $298 
Viewsonic VG2230WM 22"LCD $338 
Viewsonic VX2235WM 22" LCD $368 


External USB HDD 
2.5" 80/120/160G $88/118/148 
3.5” 160/ 250/ 320G $88/108/ 118 
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declined, MasterCard and Visa do not always register and this can lead to 
some serious aggravation. To avoid this problem, find out in advance who 
provides Internet service at the hotel where you will be staying. Then you 
can go to the site of the operator and buy a package online. You will get an 
access code that will get you on the Internet the moment the network is 
detected by your laptop. You can also buy time on the Internet by 
purchasing a card at newspaper stands or, at times, at the reception desk in 
the hotel. That card will also provide you with the access code you need. 

The second problem is that packages from one service provider aren't 
honoured by another, so if you only used one hour of your allotted time and 
move to another hotel with a different provider, you're just out of luck. You 
have to buy another package. 

Wi-Fi enabled laptops purchased in Canada generally work well in Europe. 
But, it may happen that the card you're using does not cover some of the 
wireless channels used across the Atlantic. Most hotspots and Wi-Fi 
freespots in Europe are equipped with 802.11b access points, but some 
may offer 802.11a or 802.11g and you may need to purchase an adapter 
card (35-90 euro). 

By André Salwyn 
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Asus G15 (15.4”, vHp) 91968 
* C2D-2.2G/2G/60G/GF8600MGT/ WL-N 


Asus W7S (13.3", vB) $1478° 
* C2D-2.0G/ 1G/ 120G/ GF8400M/ WL-N 


W5FM (12.1", Vista-Pre) $1538 
* C2D-2.0G / 1G / 120G / DVDRW / BT 


Asus W5FE (12"+28",vB) $2278 
* C2D-2.0G / 1.5G / 160G / BT / 2x Batt 


W7u (13.3, Vista-Pre) $1448 
* C2D-1.66G / 1G / 120G/ GF7400/ BT 


Asus RIF (13.3",Tablet)9 1968 
* C2D-2.0G / 2G / 120G / DVDRW/ VB 


AsusR2H(7", Tablet) $988 
* CM-900M/ 768M/ 60G/ GPS-Map/ BT 


Asus F3E (15.4”, vHP) $1248 
* C2D-1.8G / 1G /120G/ DVDRW / BT 


Asus G2S (17", VHP) $2228 
* C2D-2.2G/2G/160G/GF8600MGT/ WL-N 


U1F (11.1”, 1Kg, VB) 
* CD-U2400 / 1.5G / 80G/ BT / 2x Batt 
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QCCT. Notebook —_— 


AS3050 (14.1",vHB) $648 
* AMD Sem3400+/ 1G/120G / DVDRW 







AS5050 (14.1", VHP) 
* AMD T64-2GHz/ 2G / 120G / DVDRW 







AS5610 (15.4", VHP) $798 
» CD-1.6G / 512M / 120G / DVDRW 
AS5100 (15.4",VHP) $998 





* AMD T64-X2-1.6G/ 2G/ 120G/ DVDRW 


AS5610 (15.4", VHP) 
* CD-1.6G / 2G / 80G / DVDRW 


(rears Notebook 


C200 (15", vHB) $648 
* Cel-1,.73G / 512M / 80G / DVDRW 


C200 (15", VHB) $798 
* CD-1.6G/ 1G /80G / DVDRW 


C200 (15”, VHP) 
*CD-1.66G/ 1G / 120G/ DVDRW 
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IMiore than a GPS 


Having escaped from its utilitarian role as a field tool for earth science 
tupes, the Global Positioning System or GPS unit, is popping up everywhere 
as a consumer gadget. Plus, the single purpose units of the past few 
generations are being joined by multipurpose units that incorporate the 
functions of other portable devices. HUB:DL had the opportunity to evaluate 
two such products. 

The Pharos Traveler GPS 525 is a Windows Mobile PDA, while the Blackberry 
8800 is an EDGE-capable cellular phone and Blackberry messaging device. 
What distinguishes these particular models is that they also include a GPS 
receiver and mapping software. 


Pharos Traveler GPS 525 

GPS units from Pharos Science and Applications (www.pharosgps.com) are 
not as well known as brands like Garmin or Tom Tom, but they've been in the 
game for a while. Some Microsoft Streets and Maps products include a GPS 
add-on that comes from Pharos and can be used with Windows notebooks 
and Windows PDAs. A few years ago, HUB tested a Pharos unit that plugged 
into the CompactFlash slot. We used it with an early generation Windows CE 
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handheld. The evolutionary path for that two-part solution leads us to the 
Traveler GPS 525. 

When the unit initially boots up, the splash screen reads HTC Innovation. 
HTC, or the High Tech Computer Corporation, is a 10 year-old Taiwanese 
manufacturer that makes handhelds, cellular phones, etc. The unit is 
powered by a 300 Mhz Samsung SC32442 integrated processor plus 
memory chip, and runs on Windows Mobile 5.1 operating system. The device 
has 96MB of RAM dedicated to data storage and 48MB set aside for program 
use, plus an SO card slot. It also has two wireless radios — for 802.11g 
and Bluetooth. 

Because this is, at its heart, a Windows Mobile handheld, you can expect all 
the functions associated with this platform. You have access to mobile 
versions of MS Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Internet Explorer, Outlook {email, 
calendar, contacts, to-do) and Windows Media. 

What you won't see on other Windows Mobile devices is the Ostia icon. 
(Ostia is the brand name Pharos uses for its navigation software.) When you 
click it, the GPS interface is launched and from this point, you have a GPS 
unit in your hands. You can plot and track routes and it will give you turn-by- 
turn directions to your destination [including a voice 
directions feature that you can turn on or off). A 
dedicated key on the handeld lets you page through 
map view, Satellite view (shows how many satellites it 
is detecting and which ones it is using) and compass 
view. The compass view has a rotary compass dial with 
a centre readout that gives angle in degrees. A text 
panel below the compass dial shows latitude, longitude 
altitude, time, speed and distance. 

Pharos provided us with maps on a two gigabyte SD 
card. This was enough capacity to hold all of the maps 
for Canada and the U.S., as well as a large part of France 
{with 113MB still free on the card). 

As an in-car navigation system, the unit works quite 
well, but isn't as neat and tidy as a built-in unit. Pharos 
includes a power adapter that plugs into a car's 
cigarette lighter/accessory socket along with a cradle 
with a flexible neck and a suction cup on the other end 
that you can attach to a car window. The power adapter 
is very handy if you want to use the Pharos device as an 
in-car navigation system because you'd want the GPS to 
be always on, and you need the backlighting set to 
maximum in order to see the screen in bright sunlight — 
both of which are hard on battery life. However, they do 
add clutter to the cabin. 

The screen is good, although it tends to wash out in 
direct sunlight. It is touch sensitive, which makes it 
easy to ZOOM in or out on a map just by moving the 
stylus or even your fingertip up or down across the 
screen. You can set the map to flat or bird's eye (3D) 
view, and also set the route directions to occupy just a 
small portion across the bottom of the screen, half the 
screen (with the map still visible in the other half) or the 
entire screen. The route directions appear in a large bold 
font and are easy to see (but in traffic can be a definite 
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Windows vies +5 OEM Softer Purchase Wt sytem ony Pee 
Vista Home Basic / Promium (32bi) / (64bdil)-—-$100 / $130 / $110 / $140 
Vista Business / Ultimate (32bit) / (64bit)-—-—-$150 / $225 / $180 / $235 
Win XP Home / Pro / 64bit / Media Centre Edition-$100 / $185/$170/$145 
03 Server (STD / SBE) w/ Suser/ + Suser--$789 / $168 / $495 / $465 
Office 2003 Basic / SBE / Pro--—-—~--—-$199 / $275 / $355 
Office 2007 Basic / SBE / Pro(NO CD)-$188 / $255 / $245 
Kaspersky Anti-Vius / Internet Socurity----—$25 / $35 
Norton O07 Anli-Virus / Internet Security—--~$20 / $30 
McAfee OF Anti. “Vira a lnternet Sacer. / $20 


















| 3967 Main Steet Van, BC V5V 373 Ferteoeiavaueere 


Mon - Fri: 10:30AM-7:00PM / Saturday & Sunday : 11:00AM-6:00PM /Holiday: Closed _ 


Le Best Buy #1 ; Intel Core 2 Duo----§999 
& 















ip Best ae AM2 Dual Core----$769 
ACER ALIDIGWAb 19° LCD, 1440 x 900 / 700:1 / 5ms 
AMD AM2 Dual Core 3600+ 2000FSB Processor 
/ Foxconn MCP61VVM2MA-RS2H NVIDIA GeForce6100 


2 GB DDRII 667RAM / 18x DVD-RW w/softwar 
S-ATA-I 3206 rs HDD / Oen PCI-Ex Open Slot 





ACER ALI916WAb 19° LCD, 1440 x 900 / 700:1 / Sms 
Intel Core 2 Duo (£4300) 1,80 800FSB 2M L2 Procesor 
ECS NforceS70SLIT-A DDR-II / S-ATA-II / PCI- 

2 GB DDRM 667 RAM / 18x DVD-RW w/sofwar 
SATA 400G (16H) HDD / N7600GS 266M PCI-Exprss 















Epson CX3810 ALL-IN-ONE Printer Epson CX381 ALL-IN-ONE Printer 

o ry Vista Windows Vista Home Premium Edition a Vista Windows Vista Home Premium Edition 
Intel Quad-Core Q6600 -----$1549 2 x AMD 64 FX-72 (Quad-Core}---$1749 

intel Core 2 Quad Q6600 2.4G _. AMD Athlon G4 FX-72 Processor 


2.8Ghz/2x 1M L2 Cache / Scoket 1027 
AMD Athlon G4 FX-72 Processor 
2.8Ghz/2x 1M L2 Cache / Scoket 1027 
ASUS L1N64-SLI Ws EATX 2% SOCKET 1027 Fx 
ASUS EN8600GTS 256MB DDR3 128bK 
with Dual DVIi-l (HDCP) & TV-OUT PCl-Expresa 
2G8B8 ODR-lt 800 (PC6400) Mhz RAM 
S-ATA-I/ 500GB 7200rpm (716M) HDD 
LG 18x DVD-RW with Burning’ software 
ZO1 Gameor Caso with Front USB & Audio 
OCZ StealthXStream GOOW Power Supply 






intel. 7TOGGFSB au L2 Cache 
( ASUS PSW DH DELUXE S-ATA-il / PCI-E 

ASUS EAX1950 CROSSFIRE /HP/256MB 
DDR3, 256BIT, TV-OUT, DUAL DVI PCI-Exp 
2G8 DDR-ll 800 (PCG6G400) Mhz RAM 
S-ATA-l/ S00GB 7200rpm (16M) HOD 
LG 18x DVD-RW with Burning software 
ZO? Gamer Case with Front USB & Audio 
OcCZ StealthXStream GOOW Power Supply 












Edifier E3100 || Linksys WRT5AG 
2.1 Speaker || Wireless Router 


$33.99 $55.99 



















wer 
SHC HUSBFG{O84ps 
Wels USB20 Adare 
$26.99 












| 500GB S-ATAd 
LCD, Ss, 70 hs, 2000: ; 7200p (166) 
$183.99 ; ’ f ; $125.99 






ASUS SILENT 
SQUARE CPU Explorer Faget Reade | 768M DORS PCI-E 


AMD Value AM2 PRO AM2 Gamer 


AM2 Sampron 3000+--$239 Dual Core(AM2) 3800+—$479]| |Dual Core (AM2) 4200+-$599 
Dual Core(AM2) 3600+-—$289 Dual Core(AM2) 4200+-—$509] |Dual Core (AM2) 4600+-$619 
Dual Core(AM2) 3800+--$299 Dual Core(AM2) 4600+-—$529] |Dual Core (AM2) 5600+-$689/ | Dual Core (AM2) 6000+-$899 
PC Chips A33G AM2 PCI-Express Asus M2V-MX AM2 PCI-Express’ |ASUS M2N S-ATA-Ii / PCI-E’ ASUS M2N-E-SLI S-ATA-II/ PCI-E 
512 M DOR-Il 667 (PC5300) RAM 2 GB DDR-Il 667 (PC5300) RAM |2 GB DODR-JII 667 (PC5300) RAM 2 GB DDR-li 800 (PC6400) RAM 
80GB (0M)  7200rpm HDD S-ATA- 250GB (8M) 7200rpm HDD | S-ATA-ll 320GB (16M) 7200rpm HDD S-ATA-N 500GB 7200pm (16M) HOD 
LG DVD-RW 10X +/- Dual Layer LG DVD-RW 18X +/- Dual Layer | 46 DVD-RW 18X +/+ Dual Layer LG DVD-RW 18X +4 Dual Layer 
ONE PCI-Express Open Slot Nvidia EN6200TC/512 256MB PCLExp Nvidia EN7600GS 2568 DDR2 PCHExp Nvidia EN8600GT 256MB DDRI PCI-Exp 
USB2.0 / Integrated 10/100 LAN & Audio USB2.0 / Integrated 10/100 LAN & Audio | USB20 / Integrated Gigabit LAN & Audio USB2.0/ Integrated Gigabit LAN & Audio 
350W Tower Case wi 2x USB 400\W Tower Case wi 2x USB |420"¥ Tower Casa wi 2 USS 430W Tower Case wi 2 USB 






D-Link DCS-2100 
Intemet Camera 









AMD Premium 


Dual Core (AM2) 4600+-$769 
Dual Core (AM2) 5600+-$839 





































Dual Core(AM2) 3800+--$379 
Asus M2A-VM AM2 PCI-Express 
1 GB DDR-Il 667 (PC5300) RAM 
S-ATA-! 160GB (8M) 7200mm HDD 
LG DVD-RW 18X +/ Dual Layer 
ONE PCl-Express Open Slot 
USB2.0 / Integrated 10/100 LAN & Audio 
400W Tower Caso wi 2x USB 

















Keyboard + Wheel Mouse ' | Logitech Keyboard + Optical Mousea ' Logitech Keyboard + Optical Mousea | Logitech Keyboard + Optical Mouse Logitech Keyboard + Optical Mouse 
Multimedia Spoakers Multimedia Speakers multimedia Speakers Filfler M1300 2.1 Speakers Egifier M1300 2.1 Speakers 





Intel PRO Intel Gamer allied keel 


ore 2 Duo (4300)1.8G-$509| [Core 2 Duo (6320)1.86G-$699] | Core 2 Duo (E6420)—-$859 
ore 2 Duo (6320)1.86G-$569]| |Core 2 Duo (6420)2.13G-$719]| | Core 2 Duo (E6600)—-$899 
ore 2 Duo (6420)2.13G-$589/ |Core 2 Duo (6600)2.40G-$759| | Core 2 Quad (Q6600)-$1249 


Asus P5VD2-X ODR-Il PCI-Ex!}ASUS P5LD2 S-ATA-li PCI-E! JASUS P5-B S-ATA-Il / PCI-Exp 
1 GB DDR-Il 667 (PC5300) RAM | 2 GB DDR4I 667 (PC5300) RAM | 2 GB DDR-/I 667 (PCS300) RAM |2 GB DDR-Ii 800 (PCG400) RAM 
S-ATA-I] 160GB (8M) 7200rpm HDO | S-ATA-l 250GB (8M) 7200rpm HDD | S-ATA 320GB (16M) 7200rpm HDD |S-ATA-H S00GB 7200rpm (16M) HDD 
LG DVD-RW 18X ++ Dual Loyer | LG DVD-RW 14X +/- Duel Layer |1@ DVD-RW 18X +/- Dual Layer |LG DVD-RW 18X + Dual Layor 
ONE PCI-Express Open Slot | Nvidia ENO200TC/S12 250MB PCI-Exp | Nvidia ENTGOOGS 25488 DORI PCLExp |Nvidla ENSE00GT 2568 DDRI PCHExp 
USB2.0 / Integrated 10/100 LAN & Audio | USB2.0 / Integrated 10/100 LAN & Audio | $82.0 | Integrated Gigabit LAN & Audio |USB2.0/ Integrated Gigabit LAN & Audo 
350W Tower Case wi 2 USB | 400W Tower Case wi 2x USB | 400W Tower Case wi 2x USB | 42g Tower Case wh 2x USB |430W Tower Caso w/ 2x USB 
Keyboard + Wheel Mouse Logitech Keyboard + Optical Mousea Logitech Keyboard + Optical Mousee —_ Logitech Keyboard + Optical Mouso Logitech Keyboard + Optical Mousa 
Multimedia Speakers Multimedia Spoakors Multimedia .___ Spoakers Edifier M1300 2.1 Speakers Edifier M1300 21 Speakers 


All system have a3 year labor & { year parts limited warranty. ieee are eet te cont nt ate (ie rocelve tha right lo correct poorenhical errors. 









Intel Power 


Dual Core (2140) 1.6G-$38 
Core 2 Duo (4300)1.8G-$42 
Core 2 Duo (6320)1.86G-$48 


Asus P5L-MX ODDR-Il PCI-Ex 


Intel Value 


Celeron (331) 2.66G--$259 
Dual Core (2140) 1.6G-$309 
Core 2 Duo (4300)1.8G-$349 
Asus P5VD2-MX SE ODR-I! PCI-Ex 
512 M DDR-Il 667 (PC5300) RAM 
60GB (6M) 7200rpm HDD 
LG DVD-RW 18X + Dual Layer 
ONE PCI-Express Open Slot 
USB2.0 / Integrated 10/100 LAN & Audio 
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distraction ...}. You can also access a text direction panel that gives turn-by- 
turn directions. 

Pharos offers an extra cost web-based service called Smart Navigator, 
which includes four services. If you are at a public hotspot, you could use 
the GPS 525's built-in Wi-Fi radio to access the service, or Bluetooth to pair 
up with a data-capable cell phone and get online that way. In metro areas 
that have a Wi-Fi mesh blanketing large parts of the city, you could 
presumably access the service while on the move. | did not try this service, 
so the following descriptions are from the help screens on the GPS unit. 
Maps on Demand allows you to download a map from the Pharos website to 
the handheld if you didn’t have the map CD or forgot to load that particular 
map before you left on your journey. Point of Interest Finder is what it 
sounds like. If you are in a new city, you can go online to find interesting 
places, restaurants, etc., and the mapping software will give you directions 
on how to get there from your current location. Real-time Traffic ties in with 
a city’s traffic monitoring system and provides information about accidents, 
delays, road closures, etc. Follow Me is similar to a parcel tracking service 
that some courier companies use, except you use it to track your friends. It's 
an invitation-based service: you invite your GPS-equipped friends to join and 
the service keeps tabs on where they are. 


Berry 
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Hackberry 8B00 

When | first read the announcement for the 8800, | was ready to trade in my 
Pearl. The main reason is because the Pearl has a built-in camera which | 
never use, while the 8800 has GPS, which | want. While the Pearl is a slim 
phone with a truncated keyboard, the 8800 is in the mold of the traditional 
Blackberry — broader than a typical phone and with the signature full 
QWERTY thumb keyboard. 

Just as the Pharos 525's foundation is a Windows Mobile device, the 8800 
is at its heart a Blackberry phone. It works on the GSM network, which in 
Canada means Rogers Wireless, and is also classified as a quad-band world 
phone designed to work on most other GSM networks around the world, For 
data communication, it supports high-speed EDGE networks. 

Like other Blackberries of recent vintage, the 8800 has loosened its 
business dress and includes some fun features like an MP3 player, video 
player and image viewer. It also includes a microSD memory card slot for 
additional storage. | popped a 2-gigabyte Kingston card into the unit, and 
had plenty of room for music, etc. When you plug the Blackberry into a PC or 
Mac via the USB connection, the card is recognized a drive, so it's a relatively 
painless process of dragging music from your computer hard drive to the 
Blackberry's memory card. The 8800 ships with stereo earbuds, which 
sound quite good. The earbuds also have a 
microphone and answer button, which allows you 
to interrupt the music to answer a Call. 

The built-in web browser is very responsive over 
the EDGE network. If you have a free email 
account, you Can set up the Blackberry browser 
to view this account, plus you can set up your POP 
mail account, or set up a Blackberry push email 
account - a lot of options for staying in touch. 

RIM has a service called Blackerry Maps, similar 
to Google Maps in that lets you download maps to 
the Blackberry. You can download a map of your 
present location, or a map from any address in 
your address book - which is quite slick. You can 
also plot a route between two points, which gives 
you turn-by-turn directions in a text file - this 
doesn't rely on the GPS radio and so can be used 
with non-GPS Blackberries as well. 

With the onboard GPS, you get another level of 
functions. Rogers Wireless and Santa Clara, 
California-based Tele-Nav Inc. announced a 
Partnership in February to bring the TeleNav GPS 
Navigation System to Rogers customers [it costs 
$10 a month with Rogers). The TeleNav system is 
what you need if you want to use the 8800 as an 
in-car navigation system. It brings the same kind 
of functionality to the Blackberry that you would 
get with a built-in navigation system, including 
moving map views that are synchronized to your 
progress and text as well as voice-synthesized 
next-turn prompts - along with points of interest, 
etc. TeleNav also has a pedestrian mode for turn- 

by-turn directions while you are walking about. 


By David Tanaka 


www.hubcanada.com 
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Richmond Head Office 
108-11500 Bridgeport Rd. 
Tel: 604-207-0086 
Fax: 604-207-0060 


www.toptechcomputer.com 


__ | Inte! Duo Core Starter @) 

(ote) | Intel Pentium D 925 3GHz 
Asus P5VD2-MX Motherboard 
1Gb DDR2 667 Ram 
160G 7200rpm Hard Drive 
18X DVD RW 
Integrated Video, Audio, Lan 
Logitech KB/MS Set 
17" USB Case 


$399 ia 


. |AMD Sempron 3200+ cpu() 
|, |Asus Motherboard 
AMD|512Mb DDR2 667 Ram 

80G 7200rpm Hard Drive 
18X DVD RW 

A Onboard Audio Video Lan 
Keyboard/Optical Mouse 
17” USB Case 


$269 


With 19° 5ms LCD Monitor 


$449 


pay 


ed 


Intel Core 2 Duo System 
Intel E4300 1.80G 2M cache 
Asus P5VD2-MX Motherboard 
1Gb DDR2 667 Ram 

250G 7200rpm Hard Drive 
18X DVD RW 

EVGA 7300GS 256M Video 
Logitech KB/MS Set 
17" USB Case 


$549 


AMD A64 X2 System 

AMD A64X2 4200+ Dual Core 
Asus M2N-X Motherboard 
1Gb DDR2 667 Ram 

250G 7200rpm Hard Drive 
18X DVD RW 

EVGA 7300GS 256M Video 
Logitech KB/MS Set C 
17” USB Case rhb ee 


$549 


€ 
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This month features: 


We also carry: 


$1139 


Asus F3F-AP112C Laptop 
~ Intel Core 2 Duo T5500 1.66G 
- 15.4” WXGA 1280X800 Glossy LCD 
- 8X DVD RW 
- 1G DDR2 667 Ram (Up to 2G) 
- 120G 5400RPM HDD 
~ Wireless 802.1 1a/b/g 
- 1.3MPixel| WebCam 
- Windows Vista Home Premium 


tote 


- 2Y¢ Global Warranty and 30Days Zero Bright Dot 


4 AMD A64X2 4600+ Dual Core 
Asus M2V-MX Motherboard 


1Gb DDR2 667 Ram 


Asus R1F-KO49E 
+ T7200, 2G Ram, 1200 HO, 13.3" Tablet, Vista tz 


Suitable for: 
~ Intemet Browsing 
~ Homeworks 
~ Games 
~ Chatting 
~ Small Office 
~ Photos, DVDs 


160G 7200rpm Hard Drive 


LG 18X DVD RW 


EVGA 7300GS 256M Video 


Logitech KB/MS Set 
17” USB Case 


Include: 


—— 


KDS 19” 5ms LCD Monitor 


$699 


Prices reflects 3% cash or debit discount. Prices are subject to change without prior notice. 


Bumaby Branch (Crystal Mall) 
1683-4500 Kingsway 
Tel: 604-434-0018 
Fax: 604-207-0060 


Intel Core 2 Duo Gaming 
Intel E6320 1.86G 4M cache 
Asus P5B Motherboard 

2Gb DDR2 667 Ram (1G X2) 
320G SATA Hard Drive 
18X DVD RW 

EVGA 8600GT 256M Video 
Logitech KB/MS Set 
ThermalTake Matrix Case 
ThermalTake 430Watt Power 


$939 


AMD MainStream Machine 


AMD A64X2 4600+ Dual Core 


Asus M2N-E Motherboard 
2Gb DDR2 667 Ram (1G X2) 
320G SATA Hard Drive 

18X DVD RW 

EVGA 8500GT 256M Video 
Logitech KB/MS Set 
17” USB Case 


AcerTM3260-4804 Laptop 
~ Intel Core 2 Duo T2250 1.73G 2M 
~ 14.1" WXGA 1280X800 LCD 
~- 8X DVD RW 
- 1G DDR2 667 Ram (Up to 2G) 
~ 80G 4200RPM HDD 
- Wireless 802.1 1a/b/g 
~ Windows Vista Business 
- 1Yr Parts & Labour Warranty 


Samsung 940NW 
19° Wide Screen 5ms 


$199 


Canon MP160 
All-in-One Printer 


$39 ASTER $49 Rebate 


Coquitlam Office (Henderson PI.) 
1106-1163 Pinetree Way. 
Tel: 604-472-0628 
Fax: 604-207-0060 
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Weekdays: 


Al veckends & Holidays: 
10:30am to 6:30 pm 


Intel Core 2 Duo Ultimate 

Intel E6600 2.4G 4M cache 

Asus P5K Motherboard 

2Gb DDR2 667 Ram (1G X2) 
500G SATA Hard Drive 

LG 18X DVD RW 

ATI X1950Pro 512M Video 
Logitech KB/MS Set 

Antec 900 Gaming Case intec 
CoolerMaster 600Watt Power 


$1369 


AMD A64X2 Extreme 

AMD A64X2 5600+ Dual Core 
Asus M2N-Plus Vista Edition 
2Gb DDR2 667 Ram (1G X2) 
400G SATA Hard Drive 

LG 18X DVD RW 

EVGA 8600GT 256M Video 
Logitech KB/MS Set 
ThermalTake Matrix Case 
CoolerMaster 600Watt Power 


$1099 


@ 


ce) 


Acer AS5570-4072 
~ T2350. 2G Ram, 1600 HO, EX DVD AW.14.1*, View HP 


Acer TM6292-6892.............sseereen9 1299 
~ 17100, 1G Ram, 1606 HO, 8X DVD AW,12.1", View Bz 


Act AS5110-5447....ccccccsscenereenS 1299 
«A162, 2G Ram, 1660 HO, X1300 128M,15.4", View HP 


Acer F1000-5123(Ferrari) 
~ ALG, 2G Ram, 1006 HO, 6X OVD RW, 12.17, Vista Bax 


Acer F5005-5706(Ferran) 
+ A2.0X2Z. 2G Ram, 1606 MO, X1600 2560.14. 4", Views ULT 


4 ‘ 
2% fas 
)D® 


EVGA 8500GT 
256MB DVI-I 


$109 


320G Hard Drive 
7200RPM SATA 


$89 


—_ 
KDS K22MDWD 
22° 2ms Digital Wide 


$279 
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Online vacation planning 


‘arm & b oi gm + eSrrthino tio) re 
ont dDebeve everutnine you read 
‘ i 


Just as it's done for real estate shopping, the Internet has removed much of 
the mystery from travel planning, For savvy bargain hunters, it's also opened 
the door to saving considerable dollars. The trick is to find the best avenues 
for your Own persona! needs. 

indeed, depending on your situation, you may not need the Internet at all. 
if, for example, you're headed for a destination with which you're not at all 
familiar, if you just don’t have the time or the desire to get involved or if 
you're looking for an all-inclusive, full meal deal package, your friendly 
neighbourhood travel agent remains a viable option. 

But if money is important (and to most of us it is}, and if you don’t mind a 
hands-on approach, there's a strong case to be made for do-it-yourself, Net- 
bssed trip planning. Sure, travel agents can offer discounts for the simple 
reason that theu, in effect, buy in bulk. But those discounts are often offset 
bu the even simpler fact that travel agents must make money somewhere. 
Moreover, they won't alwaus have a deal with the airline and/or hotel you'd 
prefer, and they may not be able to go outside their comfort zone to set up 
precisely what you want. And finally, if you need only the lodging and/or just 
the airline ticket, chances are you can source an absolute rock bottom price 
just as easily as they can. 


Who do you trust? 

But where do you turn first? If you need hotel advice, there's plenty of 
options online, running the gamut from professional to consumer-level. Can 
any of these reviews be fully trusted? Not alwaus. 

The pro sites generally assign just a single reviewer per establishment 
—someone who might not have the same priorities as you—and that review 
may already be a few months or years old. “User” review sites such as 
tripadvisor.com offer more opinions, but the final results can quite easily be 
skewed one way or another. If you're checking out Las Vegas, for example, 
you may run into people who've had a run of bad luck at the tables or despise 
the shrimp cocktails at a particular property, when none of that means 
anything to you. Still, if you take the time to understand the logic behind 
each review, you should get a good sense of what's right and what isn’t. 

So, what's next? If you initiate a simple Internet search of “Las Vegas 
vacation” or “Las Vegas hotels,” you'll get, literally, millions of hits— 
predominantly third-party travel agencies and sites of questionable stature. 
Most won't Save you any money at all, and many exist merely to rebroadcast 
Standard rates, set you up in low-grade accommodations, or stick you with 
deals that seem too good to be true...and usually are. Few have any real 
buying power. Though they might save you time, that's their only advantage. 

There are, however, a number of noteworthy exceptions. Some of the most 
popular, most reputable sites with Canadian operations include 
itrevel2000.com, expedia.ca, travelocity.ca, and hotels.ca. All of them are 
Easy to use, and all but hotels.ca, which deals only with accommodations, 


offer a fuil array of travel services, including flight, package, and even rental 
car information. 


Super sleuth 


An even better bet is the new breed of metasearch travel websites such as 
kayak.corn and sidestep.com. Unlike expedia and travelocity, these sites 
aren't mere travel agencies. They instead exist one level above online 
agents, acting essentially as travel-themed search engines, searching 
traditional travel sites, individual hotel websites, airline websites and much 
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more for the very best prices they can unearth. Covering more of the bases, 
metasearch sites should theoretically dredge up in a single search the same 
discount rates you could find yourself if you had oodles of spare time and 
the knowledge to know where to turn, We put kayak.com to the test and 
found that it consistently snagged better rates. 

But if you really want to cut out all the middlemen, and if your dates are 
flexible and you don't mind putting in a littie extra research and work, you 
can piece together a great vacation that's not only fully customized but 
Surprisingly economical. 

Let's stick with our Vegas theme. To really save the bucks, you'll want to 
Start by heading directly to the authorized website of each of the hotels 
you're considering. The Bellagio, for example, can be found at bellagio.com, 
where you'll also uncover links for other Vegas properties owned by the MGM 
Mirage conglomerate, including the Mirage and Treasure Island. Here, you 
can check each website manually for current specials and use online 
calendars to determine availability. 

More importantly, many sites allow you to sign up for email promotions. 
Most Vegas hotels and casinos have similar programs, as do many high-end 
lodgings throughout North America. From that point forward, the hotel in 
question will automatically email you specific dates if and when promotions 
become available. 


Leave no stone unturned 

These dates often coincide with cancelled conferences and other group 
bookings. Truth is that rates can drop 50 percent or more during these 
periods. We've seen some Vegas rates plunge from $225 to $75, overnight. 
And these promotions aren't always limited to room price—many of them 
also include food and drink specials, no-charge suite upgrades, Cut-rate spa 
or gym facility deals and even flight deals. Online travel agents and 
metasearch engines don't always pick up on specials such as these because 
they're often available for just a day or two. 

You may even want to use the Internet as a glorified telephone book, and 
call the desired hotel to determine whether they can give you a better rate 
than they can offer on the Internet. They often can. And if you do opt for the 
phone, call the hotel directly rather than a central toll-free line—the people 
at the desk know about the most recent cancellations and are often 
authorized to give one-off discounts. And don't forget to mention car club 
affiliations, as many hotels offer CAA discounts. 

As for transportation, those who have a few extra days may want to skip the 
airborne route entirely and instead hit the highway. Sure, the price of fuel is 
through the roof, but don't think you're not paying a little extra for your 
airplane seat for the very same reason. In any case, with resources such as 
mapquest.com and the Canadian Automobile Association (caa.ca) and its 
provincial affiliates to help plan your routes and stopovers, and then a little 
Internet sleuthing to source more information and dig up even better rates 
for the hotels/motels on route, driving has never been easier. 

For flights, you'll first want to check the metaseach sites and online travel 
agents listed above. Then you should hit the individual airline sites, where 
you'll avoid the commissions and added fees of all-purpose sites and 
perhaps even take advantage of bonus frequent flyer points. Ask if they can 
match prices, and most certainly join any email promotion/specials program 
they might have. 

Happy trails to you. 


By Gord Goble 
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wireless technology 
So we've all heard about the wireless municipality, but now comes word of 
the wireless campground. High speed Internet connectivity delivered 
through Wi-Fi is one of the fastest growing service add-ons that a 
campground or recreational vehicle park operator can offer nowadays. 

A growing number of guests, residents and visitors at campgrounds and RV 
parks across the country want to be able to check personal and business 
information online once in a while. For longer term requirements, wireless 
can be even more important. For example, some travellers can stay for 
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| VWVireless camping 


weeks or months at a time in an RV park, while operating a home-based 
business or conducting other business-related activities from their home 
on wheels. 

RV operators are becoming more responsive to the needs of their many 
high-tech guests. The best ones are savvy about dial-up versus high speed 
technology; sensitive to issues around privacy and confidentiality; and 
flexible with online scheduling and billing processes. 

Costs for high speed access vary from campground to campground. Some 
owners will offer it as a free perk, designed to lure guests away from other 
parks and create loyalty among returning clientele. Some operators charge 
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The cellular walkie-talkie 
People want to stay in touch with friends and family while on the road, 
using email or Instant Messaging. Even just among the camping party itself, 
push-to-talk phones and related wireless services (Bell and Telus are 
among those that offer such services) let you broadcast a message to 
everyone on your network. They're like walkie-talkies, and they can be very 
handy when you want to stay in close communication at the campground - 
but you aren't in each other's line of sight. 

To take full advantage of high speed Internet services offered at a wireless 
hotspot location, you'll need a Wi-Fi enabled laptop or similar device, a Web 
browser and a wireless service or access plan, or a major credit card. 


for the access time, reflecting their own investment and expense more 
directly. Still other operators are part of established, bulk-rate network 
service providers, Guests pay a fixed rate or monthly fee, and then they can 
connect at any park in the country that is on that network. 

For RVers and campers alike, Kampgrounds of America (KOA) is a well 
known and long-established recreational service provider, operating 
thousands of facilities throughout North America. 

KOA wants to be the first system of family campgrounds to offer its 
customers wireless Internet right in the comfort of their own campsites. As 
such, the company has already launched KOA Konnect, becoming its 
own Internet Service Provider by installing Wi-Fi wireless, dial-up access 
and multiple points-of-presence (POPs) at its campgrounds across the U.S. 
and Canada. 

More than 3,000 are now listed online, including one in nearly every 
province. From the sunny Okanagan Valley in beautiful BC to the banks of 
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Wi-Fi Camping in Canada and the U.S 
www.allstays.com/Campgrounds/Internet-campgrounds.htm 
www.canadianhotspot.ca 

www, jiwire.com 

www. koakampgrounds.com 

www.kootenayrockies.com 
www.tengointernet.com/tengozones.htm 


www.wififreespot.com 


the Sackville River in Nova Scotia, KOA wireless campgrounds can be fo 
in some of our country’s most popular destinations. 

Even if not part of an established network or chain, individual campgrot 
and RV park operators are connecting to the wireless world. On Pen 
Island, off the coast of BC, Port Browning's campground and marina has 
own 802.11g hotspot, included in a tiered hookup price of $22 per night 
the other end of the country, the Celtic Rendezvous campground 
Newfoundland adds an unspecified additional charge for its hots 
connectivity (basic camping rate is $25). 

If you don't own an RV or if you aren't equipped for a major camp 
expedition, don't sweat it — destination marketing and mobile webs 
operators are offering the high tech get away from it all experience a 
service or rental offering! 

For example, companies like Motor Homes Travel rent fully equipped | 
for the day, week or season. Meanwhile, travel operators such 
KootenayRockies.mobi is online with its Wireless Application Platfc 
(WAP], providing literally hundreds of pages of information about 
accommodation options, attractions, events and even restaurant menu: 
travelers equipped with some Sort of wireless handheld device. 

But no matter where the road takes you, no matter where you find your: 
connecting to the Internet, security experts warn that public access Vs 
hot spots are potentially dangerous places for your computer — unless 1 
take precautions. 

Kind of like pitching a tent with zippered flaps, connecting a compute 
the Internet wirelessly leaves you open and vulnerable. Not just y 
wireless communications, but your entire hard drive could be susceptib 

You'll want to ensure your device's internal safety and security measu 
are active and in place (network firewalls, password-protected fi 
encrypted transmissions, up-to-date anti-virus software and so c 
Windows XP users should turn off the ad hoc mode, and any user sha 
disable their PCs file sharing capabilities. Email encryption should 
enabled as part of your digital asset protection. 

Of course, you should protect your physical assets, too. Be aware of y 
surroundings, and be careful when and where you pull out your PC. 

Hotspots are the ideal way to stay connected, no matter where you worl 
play. Wi-Fi hotspots provide high-speed Internet access where you nee 
most - at airports, hotels, convention centres, cafés and restaurar 
campgrounds and RV parks. 

By Lee Rickwe 
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Good-bye travel agent, hello traveller network 


Now much faith do you have in your fellow vacationer? 

HUB checks out some of the web's most popular traveller networks. 
Sure, travel agents are 3 congenial lot, but you have to keep in mind they're 
out to make a buck. When it comes to planning that vacation you've spent 
the last year saving for, wouldn't you rather trust the honest opinions of your 
fellow travellers to tell you about good deals, fun places to go and little 
known sights to see? 

That's the theory behind online traveller networks, websites that base their 
business on the popularity of tourists telling other tourists where to go and 
what to do on their trips. And, if the millions of vacationers who frequent 
these sites are any indication, there's something to it. We decided to take a 
look at a few of the top traveller networks on the Intemet. 


ipoUigo [www.igougo.c 


The IgoUgo community, which has 
amassed 350,000 members since the site 
launched seven years ago, allows users to 
find and connect with other travellers 
based on shared interests, from favourite 
trip destinations to preferred music. It's a 
great Starting point for people new to the 
traveller network scene, providing access 
to user-generated information and tips in 
jest a couple of clicks. 

You can select locations from a world map 
to call up recent user reviews in categories 
including experiences, restaurants, nightlife, things to do and hotels, then 
read and rete each post you view. We found member writing to be honest 

d intelligent. Still, if words don’t do the trick you can skip over to the photo 
section and see shots snapped off by fellow travellers sorted by citu, user 
and editor's picks. 

On the subject of editor choices, each week lgoUgo's administrators post 
the 10 best travel deals they were able to scrounge up via their own online 
searches. The top deal on the site at press time was round trip airfare from 
several North American departure points to a number of Caribbean 
destinations for as little as $207. Not bad. 
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{ www.tripadvisor.com) 
The winner of the 2006 Webby award for 
— = best travel site, TripAdvisor regularly 


———— 
attracts more than 10 million visitors per 


TripAdvisor 


= 3 a week. The site's greatest appeal is a robust 
ro a trip planner, a too! that allows travellers to 
SC acme book hotels and find inexpensive flights. 

2 ee —— While flight searches appear to be driven 
ee largely by advertisers, hotels are ranked 


“Ee, according to TripAdvisor member reviews. 

Speaking of members, the community 
portion of TripAdvisor has a database filled 
with tens of thousands of user reviews for 
popular destinations like Paris, London 
and Rome. Unfortunately, we found 
wading through all of this data to be a bit of a drag. TripAdvisor requires users 


to eter key words to search user generated content, which proves much 
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less efficient than the topic categories provided by other sites we visited. 
Plus, results were sometimes cluttered with canned travel guide entries and 
advertisements mixed among authentic traveller authored items. And of the 
reviews we did find, many were simply rants about the terrible service 
encountered at this or that hotel or restaurant rather than balanced and 
insightful evaluations. 

As a trip planner, TripAdvisor gets high marks, but it doesn’t make the grade 
as a traveller network. 


TravBuddy (www.travbuddy.com) 

Among the purest of online traveller 
networks, TravBuddy doesn't deal in 
flight finding or hotel hunting, but 
rather centres its attention on traveller- 
penned reviews and information. 

More than any other travel site visited, 
. we found the writing of TravBuddy 
users to be eloquent, genuine and 
impassioned. Most of the reviews and 
travel blog entries we read were posted 
by experienced travellers who provided informed opinions on cultural 
cuisine, excellent tips on local customs and smart advice for finding good, 
cheap accommodations. TravBuddy members simply seem to be enamoured 
of travelling. 

What's more, they're interested in hooking up with each other on trips, 
When you sign up for a TravBuddy account, you'll be asked if you're 
interested in meeting potential travel mates and whether you'd like to show 
other members around your hometown. Once a member, you can contact 
people travelling to your destinations, join groups with similar interests and 
comment on other members’ reviews and blogs. 

Travelling with strangers met online might sound a little scary, but 
TravBuddy has been operating for more than a year with no (reported) 
traveller hook-up mishaps to date. 





By Chad Sapieha 


Three more traveller networks to try 

VirtualTourist {www.virtualtourist.com), established in 1999, is one of 
the oldest travel sites on the Internet. Like TripAdvisor, it provides 
access to powerful online vacation planning tools, but does a better job 
of maintaining a focus on meaningful, user authored reviews. 

RealTravel's [www.realtravel.com) main draw is a free travel blog that 
allows users to post text and photos as well as mark a path of travel on 
a map to let visitors track trip progress. A comment board provides a 
means of keeping in touch with friends and family, It's a terrific tool for 
backpackers and ad-hoc vacationers, 

LonelyPlanet {www.lonelyplanet.com) is a travel book publisher, not a 
traveller network, but its website offers plenty of well informed personal 
opinions and stories via articles, podcasts and the official LonelyPlanet 
Blog, updated daily by hundreds of the companys travel-loving staffers, 
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Share the journey 


sit Spare a parting thought for those you leave behind as you head off on your 
see areceret tae ees e ——_ summer vacation. Those of us left behind to slave away writing monthly 


——— 


te S| Qremane mew re 
My TripJournalcom 


columns or keep the home fires burning are interested in what you are doing 
ae. 2 and where you are. Luckily for us, you can document your travels using one 
aris! of a range of online blogging services. These blogging services have sprung 

myc eon ipeaiee ea eoneok Om eingeo et —_ ‘tex duauaec up like cheap European airlines, giving you cool tools to share your journey 
(3 _— and even find and meet people as you travel. 

One thing that sets these travel blog sites apart from a regular blog is that 
they are designed to make it easy for you to contribute to your blog on the 
road. Even if the only place that you can get access to them is a dialup 
connection in an Internet café — they'll be easy to use and geared to the 
things you'll be interested in doing. Some even provide handy traveller 
information, such as the location of Internet cafés and resources you can 
use as you are travelling. 

One site that is popular with travellers is MyTripJournal.com, Here you can 
create a trip journal and provide a day-by-day description of what you're 
doing as well as an itinerary. The latter can be a handy resource for friends 
and family who want to know where you are going and where you will be. You 
can publish the information, give them the link and they can work the rest 
out for themselves. 

Sites like MyTripJournal.com provide a custom interface for you to MyTripJournal.com is free for up to 45 caus ang you can buy additional 
create an online journal for your trip. features, such as additional storage, additional time, ho.ads and the aoality 
for your site to be private if you desire. The free service gives you up to eight 
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journal entries, 20 photographs, one Internet movie clip and a travel home 
page linking your trip journal. 

Once you have signed up, customize the message and photo on your 
journal's home page and add a map that shows where you'll be. Then it’s 
time to enter your itinerary, which you can do on a daily basis, and then 
Create the first entry for your journal — this can include text, photos you've 
taken, a short movie clip and even markers on your maps. To share your trip 
with friends, invite them to follow your trip with you and later you can send 
them update notices. 

MyTripJournal offers other handy features, such as the ability for friends 
and family to exchange messages with you by posting comments on your 
site, This way, you can communicate with them and share your experiences 
as you go. They can 
visit MyTripJournal.com 
and search for you 
by name using the 
Find a Friend's Journal 
link. Having a site like 
this relieves you from 
the necessity of taking 
email addresses with 
you, from having to write 
individual emails and, 
worst of all, forgetting 
to stay in touch with 
someone important. 
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MyTripJournal.com lets you download a permanent archive of your trip 
when it is over. So, by creating a journal not only are you creating a resource 
for everyone to enjoy as you're travelling, but you also have an invaluable 
record of your trip at the end that you can use. 

TravelPod.com is another popular and free travel journal website. Here you 
can not only journal your trip but you can also use the Find Travelers Near 
You link to locate people who are travelling in a similar area to you so that 
you can, perhaps, connect with them. This site also has good resources for 
travelling with technology — it provides you with good detail about how to 
travel with technology and how to blog while you are on the move. 

Another travel journal option is to use a blog service such as Blogger or 
WordPad and to create a custom blog for your travel. Using a blog, you have 
the ability to manage the blog entirely yourself and you can include as much 
or as little information as you like on it. Of course, the downside is that you 
won't have all the features of a site like MyTripJournal, such as the custom 
itinerary and mapping options or the ability to handle your photos and video 
content. The flip side is that you won't be limited in the number of entries or 
photos and you have the freedom to do what you like — it's your blog. 

Before you leave, find an online journaling site that suits your needs and 
set up your site so it’s configured and ready to go. Remember to take the 
site's URL with you and don't forget your login and password as you'll need 
them to log in and update your journal. 


By Helen Bradley 
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CHAD SAPIEHA discovers that PC games based on two of the summer's 
biggest blockbusters are less memorable than the films that inspired them. 


Tt iat} S 

sher: Activision Developer: Beenox Studios 
ESRB: TforTeen Rating: 2/5 
My spidey-sense began tingling well before | booted up Spider-man 3. Games 
based on Stan Lee's red and blue clad bug-man have a less distinguished 
pedigree than their film counterparts, and early reports of this latest game 
made it sound like little more than a clone of its predecessors—which, in 
fact, it turned out to be. 

Much like Activision's previous titles featuring the wall-crawling do-gooder, 
Spider-Man 3 is a sandbox-style action adventure game. In other words, 
players get to swing around New York City, from the top of the Empire State 
Building to the window ledge of J. Jonah Jameson's office, daing anything 
they like along the way. Missions scattered around the city are indicated by 
floating icons and can be tackled in whatever order one chooses. Some are 
mandatory to progress the game's story, others are simply bonus quests 
meant to add value for gamers who just can't get enough web-slinging. 

But | doubt many players will feel the need to explore the extra objectives. 
Indeed, | wasn't even able to muster up enough interest to finish all of the 
story missions. The game completely fails to capture the complexity of Peter 
Parker's character, and the narrative lacks any sort of cohesion. Even if you 
just stick to the mandatory missions, you'll likely find yourself wondering 


what some of them have to do with game's plot, much less the movie it's 
based on. 
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Worse, Spider-Man 3 just isn’t much fun to play. The franchise's bland, 
button mashing combat was never great, and it hasn't been improved here, 
Spidey’s moves are tricky to carry out and regretfully unrewarding— 
especially if you're trying to use a keyboard and mouse rather than a 
console-style gamepad. A finicky camera and slogging frame rate makes the 
experience even less bearable. 

in the end, the only part of the game | derived any joy from was swinging 
and leaping through the city, seeing how fast | could fly and how high | could 
climb. But the pleasures of sailing through the Manhattan skyline aren't 
enough to make Spider-Man 3 worth recommending. The sad truth is that 
this particular Spider-Man just ain't that amazing. 

Pirates of the Caribbean: At World’s End 
Publisher; Disney Interactive studios Developer: Eurocom Entertainment 


ESRB TforTeen Ratin 3/5 










Unlike Spider-Man 3, Pirates of the Caribbean: At World's End for PC isn’t a 
port of a game available for Xbox 360 and PlayStation3, but rather a copy of 
a completely different—and visually inferior—title developed for 
PlayStation2 and Wii that goes by the same name. : 

It seems odd that the PC should receive the uglier of the two versions, 
given that Windows machines have the potential to offer the best graphics 
of any gaming platform. It’s also unfortunate, since the next-gen console 
edition does a great job of capturing the spectacle and atmosphere of the 
cinematic swashbuckling saga. Perhaps Disney Interactive simply wanted 
to make sure the game's specs didn't outclass the machines it presumed its 
target audience might own. 
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The plot of the PC version 
covers the whole of the last 
two movies, beginning with 
Cap'n Jack Sparrow's daring 
escape from an_ island 
dungeon and headlong charge 
through a pack of cannibalistic 
savages before moving on to 
events from At World's End. 
Each mission is filled with 
standard hack ‘n' slash 
swordplay mixed with a fair bit 
of item collection. A few mini- 
games are thrown in for good 
measure. On the surface, the 
game's design feels like it was 
meant for kids, but the themes 
are meant to entice a slightly 
older audience. The violence is 
a bit much for elementary 
schoolers, and there are 
comical allusions to sex and 
alcohol use. Unfortunately, 
this humour won't seduce 
many adult players; the 
writing is lazy, and voice cast 
is filled with so-so stand-ins, 
But the greatest issue with 
the PC edition is its controls. 
There are several instances in 
the game in which a series of 
icons appear on_ screen 
representing keys the player 
has to tap in order for the hero 
to perform a contextual action. 
Miss one and you have to Start 
all over again. The problem is 
that these icons—such as a 
sword (attack) or a pair of 
stick figures (grab)—don't 
immediately make one think 
of the lettered keys mapped 
to the commands they 
represent. | rarely managed to 
get through these sequences 
on my first try. 

While Pirates of the 
Caribbean; At World's End for 
Windows is a passable play 
for buccaneer devotees, most 
players will be better served 
grabbing the Xbox 360 or 
PlayStation3 editions—they're 
not much better games, but 
their superb graphics are 
worth a look-see. 
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Hot Deals  453680-2663 Celeron 1.6GHz ------------- 1G/ 160GB/ 14.1"/ DVD+/-RW/ Vista Basic --------------------0- 5649 





from AS9410-2459 Core Duo 1.7GHz ----------- 1G/ 120GB/ 17"/ DVD+/-RW/Premium/ Camera ------------------ $799 
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Notebook 





AS5570-4072 Core Duo 1.8GHz -- 2G/ 160GB/ 14.1"/ DVD+/-RW/Camera/ Vista Premium --------- $999 


TM5610-4643 Core Duo 1.7GHz 









Specials ! 
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features? For me, it’s the SmartArt objects - they can take a design from ho- 
hum to Wow! in a single step. SmartArt objects are dimensional boxes that 





















information. 

If you're using Office 2003, you aren't entirely left out of the loop. I've 
unearthed this cool technique to create dimensional objects to use to 
illustrate your Word documents and PowerPoint slides. In these steps, I'll use 
Microsoft Office Word 2003, but the same steps will work in PowerPoint and 
Excel 2003 and earlier versions of Office. 

Open a new document in Word and display the Drawing toolbar by choosing 
View, Toolbars, Drawing. From the AutoShapes collection, select Basic 
Shapes, Rounded Rectangle and drag a rounded rectangle making it two 
thirds of the width of the page. Right click it and choose Format, AutoShape, 
Colors and Lines tab and then from the Fill Color dropdown list, choose Fill 
Effects, Gradient tab. Select the Preset gradient option and, from the preset 
colors list, choose Ocean. Set the transparency From value to 0 percent and 
the To value to 95 percent, and from the Shading styles select From Center 
and then the first variant which has the darker colour at the edges. Click Ok 
to close the Gradient dialog. From the Line Color dropdown list, choose a 
coordinating colour that is slightly different to the outside colour — for the 
Ocean gradient, the colour Aqua works well. Set the Stule value to 4.5 points, 
set the Dashed value to a solid line and click Ok. You should see a 
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Faux Smart Objects 


Have you looked at Office 200? and hankered after some of its new 


you can use to illustrate step-by-step instructions or to display other 
















Holux AR-10 GPS Signal Radiator $49.90 | 
Extemal Antenna MCX $24,90/MMCK 323.908 
PDA to GPS Cable & Car Charger $19.50 
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dimensional rectangle with a solid line border around it. 

To create the circle to go on top of the shape, click the Oval tool on the 
Drawing toolbar. Hold the Shift key as you draw a circle to fit over the left 
edge of the rectangle. You'll need two of these circles, so hold the Control key 
and drag a second copy from the first. Select one circle, right click it, choose 
Format, AutoShape, Colors and Lines tab. From the Color dropdown list, 
choose White, set the Transparency to O percent, from the Line Color palette 
choose Black, set a thin line style and click Ok. Right click the second circle, 
choose Format, AutoShape, Colors and Lines tab. From the Fill Color 
dropdown list, choose Fill Effects, Gradient tab and configure the same 
gradient and settings as you used for the rectangle and the same Line color 
and style. Click Ok when you're done. This shape is partially transparent, so 
you'll use the white filled shape to mask it so you don't see the rectangle 
through the circle. To achieve this, position the coloured circle over the top of 
the white circle. If necessary, right click the white circle and choose Order, 
Send To Back to place it behind the coloured circle. 

Click the Select Objects tool, drag over both circles, right click and choose 
Grouping, Group to make the two circles a single object. Drag the circle over 
the rectangle, select both objects using the Select Objects tool, right click 
and select Grouping, Group. To duplicate the shape, hold the Control key and 
drag a duplicate away from it. You can create multiples of this coloured 
shape or use different gradients to make different colours. To create a green 
shape, use the Moss preset gradient with a Lime colour line around the 
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shape and for a brown/orange version, use the Mahogany preset gradient Oval tool, right click it and choose Format, AutoShape, Colors and Lines tab 
with a Tan line around it. and, from the Fill Color dropdown list, choose Fill Effects, Picture tab andl 
You can also create your own custom gradients for the colours you want configure a photo to fill the circle with. Drag to position the photo filled circle- 
to use. Once you've created your objects, save each as an AutoText entry over the circle in your custom shape. 
SO you can reuse it later on. To do this, select the shape, choose Insert, While the effect isn't as simple to create and change as SmartArt in Office. 
AutoText, New, type a name for the entry and click Ok. The rectangles can 2007, it is still relatively easy to make and the reward is that you can have 
be rotated 90 degrees to appear either horizontal or vertical on the page. some neat looking diagrams and information graphics even in Office 2003. 
To add text over the shapes, create the text in a textbox and position it over By Helen Bradley 
the shape, : 
You can also add a photo over the circle shape by creating a circle using the 
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Mothly Special Sales: VEL on Syster . ML gee N ~ ote 
Peracend 2GB USB2.0 Flash Drive(Lifetime)..$27 Sempron 3000+ CPU Celeron 64Bit D336 Ghz CPU 
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Acer Ferrari 5000-5706 Notebook Athlon64x2 Dual Core 4200+ Athlon64x2 Dual Core 4600+ Athlon64x2 Dual Core 5600- 
AMD Turion 64x2 TL-60 CPU ASUS M2N-X_10xUSB2.0 ‘ASUS M2N4-SLI_10xUSB2.0 ASUS M2N-E SLI_8xUSB2.0 
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and Optical Whee! Mouse and Optical Wheel Mouse z : 
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Philips “sets” the mood 


You've decided on an LCD over a plasma, measured the viewing distance in 
your room to determine your screen size, calculated your HDTV subscription 
costs and read a dozen “How-to set up an HDTV” guides. But with over 34 
brands competing in the worldwide LCD market (according to Jonathan 
Cassell, iSuppli Corp.), many of them sharing identical parts from overseas 
suppliers, where do you begin when it comes to Selecting a brand? 

According to Patrick Pondaven, general manager of Retail Consumer 
Electronics at Philips Canada, there are three primary areas that 
differentiate one HDTV from another: the processor, the design, and in 
Philips’ case — the lighting. The famous Ambilight line, launched by Philips in 
2003, makes their mark obvious. These LCD and plasma televisions with 
illuminating bars located on the back of the set create a more intense 
viewing experience and help reduce eye strain. 

Depending on the model, you can have a light emitting from just the right 
and left sides, the top as well, or from all four sides to create a “floating” 
effect. “Using the colour information provided by Active Control, the lights 
can actively match over 10 million on-screen colours or create 10,000 static 
colours including 6,500 degrees Kelvin,” says Yulia Kovalchuk, marketing 
manager of Consumer Electronics at Philips Canada. (6500 degrees Kis the 
colour temperature of natural daylight). There are two operating modes: one 
automatically adjusts the lighting colours to compliment the picture on your 
screen, while the other allows you to set one particular colour for a constant 
glow. There are also two speed settings: dynamic for those blockbuster 
movie nights, and relaxed for dosing off on the couch to late-night television. 

While some refer to backlighting as gimmicky, the benefits of this feature 
go beyond simple colour coordination. Philips claims that Ambilight 
technology emits lighting designed to compliment both your programming 
and your vision. With appropriate lighting, your pupils don't need to 
excessively expand and contract as they would in a dark room, and this 
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significantly reduces your eye strain. Yes, you can strategically place lamps 
around your room or use a dimmer on your overhead, but nothing beats 
having a set that simply incorporates the right balance, height, and 
placement of light for you. There is also something to be said about setting 
the right mood, and complimentary lighting really does the trick. 

Philips is introducing 15 new LCD HDTVs this year, all equipped with either 
?20p or 1080p native resolution; five of these incorporate Ambilight 
technology, with pricing starting at $1299. Pondaven says speakers have 
improved enough that it no longer makes a difference whether they are 
placed on the sides or at the bottom of a set, so Philips merged the two right 
and left speakers into one horizontal bar below the screen, giving all models 
a sleeker appeal. The new models also feature the glossy piano black finish 
and come equipped all the inputs and outputs you would expect and/or 
need, including three HDMI inputs for high-def equipment. USB ports are 
also included for plugging in flash cards and listening to MP3s or watching 
JPEG slideshows. There is a memory card slot for quick access to Compact 
Flash, Memory Stick, SD, and Smart Media cards. The models are also Digital 
Cable Ready, and include a slot for a CableCARD. The Pixel Plus 3 HD 
processor enhances each pixel to create a sharper and more vivid picture, 
and the Clear LCD technology increases motion sharpness. (A quick tip on 
testing the sharpness of your screen, says Kovalchuk, is to watch a golf 
game and see whether you can clearly read the logo on the ball.) The new 
models are also more energy-efficient. 

A good example of Philips’ new branding strategy — keeping technology 
simple — is apparent in the settings assistant, which you use to set 
brightness, colour and contrast. One sample image is displayed on your 
screen, which is divided in half. For each setting, all you have to do is look at 
the picture and decide whether you like the left or right side better. No lingo, 
no bars, no numbers. Just look at it. 

Complimenting the simplicity of Ambilight design is the Ambisound 
SoundBar: a single unit, five amplifier speaker that produces multi- 
channel surround sound. The SoundBar measures 3?” wide and is 
designed to sit discreetly below your set. You have the option of 
resting it on a table or mounting it to the wall, and hardware for both is 
included. The obvious benefit here is the lack of multiple speakers and 
their wires running all over and around your room, while keeping the 
same quality sound as a 5.1 channel system. 

The SoundBar has a built-in DVD player, which plays most formats out 
there including Video CD/SVCD, DVD+R/+RW and DVD-R/-RW. The 
player will upscale to 720p, 1080i, or 1080p. Philips is still waiting for 
Blu-ray technology to improve before adding it to the SoundBar and 
would prefer to keep the unit at a reasonable cost. (The SoundBar is 
currently priced at $999; a high-def player would significantly raise 
this price.) 

Other features of note include USB Direct, which allows you to plugin 
your USB flash drive to listen to music files (MP3 and WMA) and view 
photos, an integrated AM/FM tuner, and an MP3 line-in for connecting 
your MP3 player. An iPod dock is also included (with adapters for 
various models) so you can view content directly on your TV, The 
Smart Sound feature automatically detects audio encoding and 
adjusts your surround settings accordingly, so you don't have to fuss 
around every time you go back and forth between listening to stereo 
music and watching a DVD. 


By Jennifer Kavur 
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